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ALICE OF 


Our opening Note is in painful contrast 
The death of the Princess Alice (for 

| 1 in the hearts of the Briti 
coming Christmas in every househol 
respectful regard for the illustrio 
gatherings, will this year be 
in this her hour of trial by the 
whom she so happily reigns. 








CHRISTMAS IN RUSSIA. 
With Christmas Eve begins the fi 
known in Russia as the Sryatl 
Vechera (Holy Evenings), 
Epiphany. The numerous 
which are associated with it resemble, in many 
respects, those with which we are familiar, but 
they are rendered specially interesting and valu 
able by the relics of the past which they have 
been the means of preserving fragments 
of ritual song which refer to the ancient paganism 
of the land, the time-honoured customs which 
originally belonged to the feasts with which the 
heathen Slavs creeted each year the return of 
the sun. On Christmas Eve ec the 
singing of the songs called Kolyadhi, a word 
generally supposed to be akin to Kalende, 
though reference is made in some of them to a 
mysterious being, apparently a solar goddess, 
named Kolyada. ‘‘Kolyada, Kolyada! Kolyada 
hascome. We wandered about, we sought holy 
Kolyada in all the courtyards,” commences one 
of these old songs, for many a year, no doubt, 
solemnly sung by the young people who used, 
m olden times, to escort from homestead to 
homestead a sledge, in which sat a girl dressed 
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‘ ulate their inhabitants on 
Christmas, and to wish them a pr 
In every home, says one of 

thre e inner ¢ hambe rs 
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ia third 
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usewife ; the 
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The 


against 


ian Church sternly set 
old customs with which t 
associated, d 

songs” and ‘* devilish 
‘* oraceless talk,” the *‘ nocturnal gambols,” and 
the various kinds of divination in which the 
faithful persisted in indulging. But, although 
repressed, they were not to be destroyed, and 
at various s¢ the year, but especially 
those of the summer and winter solstice, the 
** orthodox,” in spite of their pastors, made 
merry with old heathenish sports, and, after 
listening to Christian psalms in church, went 
home and sang songs framed by their ancestors 
in honour of heathen divinities. Thus century 
after century went by, and the fortunes of 


its face 
he Christ- 
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mas season Was y 
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Russia underwent ereat changes. But still in 
the villages were the old customs kept up, and 
when Christmas Day came round it was greeted 


by survivals of the ceremonies with which the 
ancient Slavs hailed the returning sun god, who 
caused the days to lengthen, and filled the minds 
of men with hopes of a new year rich in fruits 
and grain. One of the customs to which the 
Church most strongly objected was that of 
mumming. As in other lands, so in Russia it 
was customary for mummers to go about at 
Christmas-tide, visiting th« 
which the festivities of the season being 
kept up, and there dancing and _ performing 
all kinds of Prominent parts wer 
always played by human repr 


various homes in 


were 


ant 


ntatives of a 


lin her hand. The 


goat anda bear. Some of the party would b 
disguised as ‘* Lazaruses,” that is, as the blind | 
beggars who bear that name, and whose plain 


resounded all over Russia from 
» the present day The rest 


as the y best could, a cel 


tive strains have 
the earliest 
diswuis ad the mselves 
tain number of them being generally supposed 
to play the part of thieves desirous to break in 
and steal When, after a time, they were ad 
where the 


times tf 


mitted into the room Christmas 
guests were assembled, the goat and the bea 
would dane a& merry round together, the 


Lazaruses would sing their 
heavy,” and the rest of the performers would 
exert themselves to produce exhilaration. Even 
among the upper classes it was long the custom 
at this time of year for the young people to 
dress up and visit their neighbours in disguise. 
hus, in Count Tolstoy’s Peace and War, a 
novel which aims at giving a true account of the 
Russia of the early part of the present century, 
there is a charming description of a visit of this 
kind paid by the younger members of one family 
to another. On a bright frosty night th 
are suddenly ordered, the young people dress 
up, and away they drive across the crackling 
snow to a country house some miles off, all the 
actors creating a great sensation, but « spec ially 
the fair maiden Sonya, who proves irresistible 
when clad in her cousin’s hussar uniform and 
adorned with an elegant moustache. Such 
mummers as these would lay aside their dis 
guises with a light conscience, but the peasant 
was apt to feel a depressing qualm when the 
sports over ; and it is said that, cven at 
the present day, there are rustics who do not 
venture to go to church, after having taken part 
in a mumming, until they have washed off their 
guilt by immersing themselves in the benumb- 
ing waters of an ice-hole. 

Next to the mumming, what the Church most 
objected to was the divination always practised 
at Christmas festivals. With one of its forms 


sledges 






were 


a number of songs have been associated, termed 


. clumps so dull and 








\ 





podblyudnuiya, as connected with a blyudo, a dish 


or bowl. Into some vessel of this kind the 
young people drop tokens. \ cloth is then 
thrown over it, and the various objects are 
drawn out, one after another, to the sound 
of songs, from the tenor of which the owners 


deduce omens relative to their future happiness. 
As bread and salt are also thrown into the 
the ceremony may be supposed to have ori 


bowl, 


zinally 


partaken of the nature of a sacrifice After 
these songs are over ought to come the game 
known as the “ burial of the gold. The last 
ring remaining in the prophetic bowl is taken 


girls, who keeps it concealed 


others sit in a circle, resting 


out by one of the 


their hands on their knees. She walks slowly 
round, while the first four lines are sung in 
chorus of the song beginning, ‘‘ See here, gold 


I bury, I bury Then she slips the ring into 
of their hands, from which it is rapidly 
to another, the song being continued 

When it comes to an end the “ gold 
try to guess in whose hand the 
ring is concealed. The game is a poetical form 
of our ‘‘ hunt the slipper Like many other 
Slavonic customs it is by some archeologists 
traced home to Greece. By certain mythologists 
the ‘‘ gold” is supposed to be an emblem of the 
sun, long hidden by envious wintry clouds, but 
at this time of year beginning to prolong the 
hours of daylight. To the sun really refer, in 
all probability, the bonfires with which Christ- 
mas-tide, as well as the New Year and Mid- 
summer, is greeted in Russia. In the Ukraine 
the sweepings from a cottage are carefully 
preserved from Christmas Day till New Year's 
Day, and are then burnt in the garden at sun- 
rise. Among of the the 
Servians, Croatians, and Dalmatians, a badnyak, 
or piece of wood answering to the Northern yule- 


om 
passed on 
the while. 
burier”’ must 


some Slavs, such as 


log, is solemnly burnt on Christmas Eve. But 
the significance originally attached to these 


practice s has long been forgotte n. Thus the 
grave attempts of olden times to search out the 
secrets of futurity have degenerated into the 
sportive of young people, who half 
believe that they may learn from omens at 
Christmas-time what manner of marriages are 1n 
store for them. Divinings of this kind are 
known to all lands, and bear a strong family 
likeness ; but it is, of course, only in a cold 
country that a spinster can find an opportunity 
of sitting beside a hole cut in the surface of 
a frozen river, listening to prophetic sounds pro- 
ceeding from beneath the ice, and possibly seeing 
the image of the husband whom she is to marry 
within the year trembling in the freezing water. 
Throughout the whole period of the Si yorthi the 
idea of marriage probably keeps possession of the 
minds of many Russian maidens, and on the eve 


guesses 
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of the Epiphany, the feast with whic 


h 


Christmas holidays come to an end, it i 
said to be the custom for the village girls to go | and allowed to burn until the close of the day. 
out into the open air after dark and to beseech | If accidentally it went out or burnt to an end 
the ‘stars, stars, dear little stars,” to be so| before evening, then it was supposed to portend 


benignant as to 


those | may mention the Christmas candle, which was 
s still | lighted in most houses on Christmas morning, 


1 


evil to the family for the ensuing year. The 





“‘ Send forth throuzh the christened world poor were wont to present the rich with wax 
Arrangers of weddings.” tapers, and even still in Scotland, we are in- 

W. R. S. Ratston. formed, candles are sometimes given by mer 
chants to their customers. Nares mentions the 

- ee , ‘Christmas book,” in which people were accus- 

CHRISTMAS IN ENGLAND. le tomed t » keep an account of the presents they 

In th primitive times Christmas id Epi received at this season. The boar’s head, which 


phany were c¢ lebrated at one and th 
feast, prob bly from a belief that the rising Of | to the dinner tal 
the star in the East and the birth of Chri 





e 


same) Aubrey says was the first dish that was brought 
le, is now very rarely seen, and 
wert | the bustard has disappeared, which within 





simultaneous. Phe s perasson took place at | memory of some might found in the Christ- 

+ ‘ony ] 7 ) J mologist . P 

the Council of Nice, a.p. 325. Chronologi ‘Simas larders of large inns. Game pies and 
Rows } n ae ae P : : ‘ : P 

have long been divided upon the precise day oF! plum porridge, which once formed part of the 
r : ‘ m 4 a > S ° _ " 

the Nativity. Some have fixed it at the Pass-| Christmas fare, exist now only in name—the 


over, and others at the Feast of Tabernacles. | 


Be this as it may, the 25th of December has 
been the day most generally observed from the 
ear! liest ages of the Church. + Amol 


es. | plum porridge, a sort of soup with plums, having, 
according to some, degenerated into the modern 
|} plum pudding. Our mince pies were formerly 
the | known under various names, as mutton pies, 


, ] ] oj ning . . ° 
Anglo-Saxons this day was the beginning of | shred and Christmas pies. Herrick, alluding to 


the year, and was celebrated with various marks | ¢he 


of rejoicing. The name given by the 
Goths and Saxons to their festival of th: 
solstice was Jul or Yule—a word still 


custom of setting a watch upon the pies 


ancient | before Christmas, says : 


W 


} 
used ln 


intel . rae . — . 
“ Come guard this night the Christmas pie, 
That the thief, though ne’er so sly, 


Scotland to designate Christmas. It occurs also With his flesh-hooks don’t come nigh 

in the phrase ‘* Yule log.”” The term Yule is To catch it.” 

I ees ro he Gothic giul or hiul nm . 1 1 

probably derived from the Gothic giu! or hiul,] ‘Phe learned Dr. Parr being asked by a lady 
the origin of the modern word whee the Yul . . 


festiv: 10 doubt, receiving its name from its 
being thi turning point of the year. Thus, in 


old clog almanacs a wheel is the device 1 

marking the season of Yule-tide. 
Christmas was formerly observed 

country with greater ceremony than 


in 
in 


other realm in Europe. ts observanc 


however, is no longer characterized | 


associated with it. The wassail-bow], t 


host of 


are near 


s 
) 
i 


churches, and occasionally of houses, forn 


the only indication that this great festival is at 
hand. In some country places certainly an 
attempt has been made to revive carol si 





and in the metropolis those who sleep 


of mis rul , the mummers, the Yule log, 


ry 
time-honoured customs that were once so closely 


he 


( 


Li 


and a 
ports which prevailed in days gone by 
y « rbsole te; and nowadays the 

lation of Christmas cards and the decking of 


on what day in December it was proper to begin 
eating mince pie, replied, ‘‘ Begin on O Sa- 
pientia (Dec. 16), but please to say Christmas 


d for pie, not mince pie—mince pie is Puritanical.” 
,-_ | Among the various games and sports of an olden 
“S| Christmast were card-playing, chess, and 
any! draughts, jack-pudding in the hall; fiddlers 

bate and musicians, who were regaled with a black- 
one 


jack of beer and a Christmas pie ; also singing 
the wassail, scrambling for nuts and cakes, and 
dancing round standards in the streets, decorated 
with evergreens. In addition to these may be 
mentioned the hobby horse, an endless source 
of amusement to the young, hunting owls and 

| squirrels, and the fool-plough, &c. Supersti- 
most | tions of nearly every kind have clustered round 
this season, and although a great part of these 
are fast becoming obsolete, yet many still remain 


lore 


ircu 


Lehi firmly rooted here and there throughout the 
awe country. Thus, in some parts, no small im- 
dant - } 


are occasionally awakened by the disco 


sounds of the would-be waits. 


Among the Christmas customs of the past we 


* St. Chaves stom, Homil. in Diem Nati 
Christi, Opera, edit. Monfaucon, tom. iii. 
+ See Bingham’s Anti equrlres of the Christian 


Dz. 2 


Chur 


lib, xx. cap. iv.; Baroni: Apparatus ad poe ; 


siasticos, folio, Luce, 1740, p. 475. 


portance is attached to the fact whether a 
light or dark haired person is the first to enter 
a house on Christmas morning—light-haired 
people being supposed to bring ill luce k. In some 
parts of Yorkshire a male must be the first to 
»,| enter a house, a female on no account being 
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In the north tl very tena 


1e poor are 








ling to Oxford custom 
served up at C 
1] , and mummings are not quit 
uunty. In the buttery of St. 
un ancient candle socket of ston: 
which was once used for the Christmas 
the high table at supper, during the 
ts of Christmas. In Gloucestershir 
custom to present the sovereign with 
pie, a practice supposed to have ori- 
s early as the time of Henry I., who 
held his court at Gloucester at this 
In 1530 the Prior of Lanthony at 
r sent “cheese, carp, and baked 
to Henry VIII. at Windsor, for 


e bearer received twenty shillings. <A 
one time in 


stom was kept up at 


| “ Here’s a marve 





Nottinghamshire. Near Raleigh there is a 











i light of any kind to a neighbour | valley said to have been caused by an earth- 
3; Day, nfringement of this ruk ake several hundred years ago, which swal 
to ensure evil consequences In | lowed up the whole village. The people yearly 
1 rmerly, the first act of th assembled on Christmas morning to listen to th 
to on Christmas m i | ringing of the church bells beneath. In 135s, 
1 f ] ul of straw t very « at Hawstead, in Suffolk, the yearly t nants 
} ? r to su with paid their | rd mall rent at Chri tn 3, call l 
i \ hire it is considei un- | ** offeri silver. At Bewdley, in Worcester 
: r tanned leather to | customary for the bell-ma g 
durine Christ week. | round the town on Christmas morning, ringin 
det no doubt, juainted with | his bell, neging the following doggerel :— 
tition ft t h cen 1 tl I (rise, mistress, arise, 
\ f lon tl kme nan] And make your tarts and pies, 
f on Chr as Ex mat 6} And let your maids lie still 
of th suaw dn thin For, if they at uld rise ar 1 spoil your pies, 
; wm ' - You I take it v ry ill. a 
. y you are sleeping in your bed, 
| make a humming n t I tl l wintry nights must tread. 
n r Sa ur Was b rm = Past tw lve o’clock,’ «ec. 
peak further of th uain We} t not omit to mention th er | 
but those already m l l with Christmas If tl 
Many of he old local isto ] h th le trees on Christm 
hi are ¢ I nants | w | n abund nt crop the foll " 
i ns pla \ few } ch during the twelvy 
ry in L ul t Chi is it will be a wet year. If t 
‘ to f ) | on Chi s Even at midnight 
wesl b, ! I ful year In Servia it is a common say 
! e of wh plac ing, **God forbid that Christmas should be 
f representing Virgin ‘] {nother common idea is that when 
( I s custom, still k tu nj} Chri s Day comes while the moon wax th it 
lso called t \ l cuy ‘ ry d year. If it con ] ] 
thumberland, it was cust ur'y ' n the wane it will be a hard year. 
I » ch al it Christ is-Tiad Mi Swainson, in his cal ital littl book on 
| und in the North Rid i / Lore, has shown the importance 
visitor received li of | that is attached to Christmas Day falling on the 
" tp of ch s and a glass ditferent d \ of the week. Thus, in Tuscany 
rland, a ssion of gatherings, hen Christmas Day falls on a Sun 
fairs,” in which dancing for lL! day, *‘ Sell your coat and buy maize,” because 
were held at tl son. | the year will be unfruitful. As Christmas this 
31 l for its sers, who wel vear falls on a Wedn sday, we will qu fro 
hous pe rforming a play of St n old poem what we may expect :— 
In Dorsetshi the mummers still , “ Yf Crystmas Day, the sothe to say, 
nd in some parts, too, of Cornwall they | : ( : 


Fall upon a Wodnysday, 
That yere shalbe an harde wynter and strong, 
And many hydeus wyndes amonge 
The somer mery and good shalbe, 
That year shalbe wete grete plenté 

ng folke shall dye that year also, 
" pes in the see shall have grete woo. 
What childe that daye born ys, 
He shalbe dowghte and lyghte i-wysse, 
And wyse and slyee also of dede, 
And fynde many men mete and wede.” 

T. F. Tutserton Dyer. 








A GARLAND OF CHRISTMAS CAROLS, WITH 
AN OVERTURE OF CHRISTMAS MUMMERS. 
llous convenient place for our rehearaal.” 

A Midsummer Night's Dream, Act v. sc. 1. 
Those who from month to month have read the 
very impressive tale by Thomas Hardy, entitled 
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The Return of the Native, which is newly completed 
this December, could not fail to admire the in- 
cidental descriptions of rural festivals which relieve 
the monotony of life and labour among the furze- 
cutters of Egdon Heath. At the beginning of 
book second we are led to behold the preparations 
of the rustics at Blooms End for their Christmas 
play. We have ourselves seen “The Ploughboys ” 
st Yule-tide in the East Riding. But no better 
account than Mr. Thomas Hardy’s can be found of 
the rehearsals, as well as the public performances, of 
the Christmas mummers. Many will be glad if we 
separate this account, for their immediate gratifica- 
tion, froma narrative which ison the whole saddening 
beyond most recent works of fiction, gloomy though 
they have frequently been of late, and even morbid in 
tendency. The young labourers live widely apart, 
and meet for practice at a fuel-house in a central 
situation. “A traditional pastime is to be dis- 
tinguished from a mere revival in no more striking 
feature than in this, that while in the revival all is 
excitement and fervour, the survival is carried on 
with a stolidity and absence of stir which sets one 
wondering why a thing that is done so perfunctorily 
should be kept upat all.” But revivals always have 
the incompleteness, the disjointedness which mark 
interrupted efforts. A traditional festivity may 
e, and generally is, a weak copy of what had earlier 
been full of strength. Like a fresco painting long 
exposed to damp air, the colouring has lost its 
brilliancy, some portions have faded more than the 
rest, and thus injured the general effect ; perhaps 
flaws and patches have tot lly destroyed what was 
once a noble and spirit-stirring work. But for our 
comfort is the conviction that little or nothing of 
incongruity is added, although something may 
have crumbled away or become deadened in gaiety. 
Thus these still surviving country festivals speak 
more satisfactorily to us than can any pretentious 
sham of revival. Even in religious ceremonial 
there is an impressiveness in the never-interrupted 
though faded ceremonialism of the old church, with 
which all the artificial and archeological efforts of 
a modern ritualism cannot compete on equal terms. 
A remembrance of this may be among us when we 
find our neighbours vainly busy with an excess of 
Christmas decoration. 

As to the dresses now worn by the last descen- 
dants of the Christmas mummers, let us read :— 








— 


“ The pi iece was the well-known play of St. Georg 
and all who were behind the scenes assisted in the p re- 
parations, including the females of each household. 
Without the cotperation of sisters and sweethearts the 
dresses were likely to be a » failure ; but, on the other 
band, this class of assistance was not without its draw- 
backs, The females could never be brought to res spect tra- 
dition in designing and decorating the armour: they 
insisted on attaching loops and bows of silk and velvet in 
any situation pleasing to their taste. Gorget, gusset, 
basinet, cuirass, gauntlet, sleeve, all alike in the view of 
these feminine eyes were prac ticable spaces whereon to 
tew scraps of fluttering colour. 





Then the bars of the Christian warrior’s helmet 
would be made of bright ribbon; and the Saracen 
impersonator would not be left at a disadvantage, 
for his sweetheart would take care to add such 
ribbon tufts for his shoulders, and streamers for his 
turban, as might balance the attraction. Thus the 
adornments of each would be unconsciously made 
similar, to a degree that external distinction be- 
came difficult. “St. George himself might be 
mistaken for his deadly enemy the Saracen.” But 
the individuality was not destroyed of all the 
dramatis persone :— 


‘The Leech or Doctor preserved his character intact : 





his darker habiliments, peculiar hat, and the bottle of 
physic slung under his arm, could never be mistaken. The 
same might be said of the conventional fi of FATHER 


CHRISTMAS, with his gigantic club, who accompanied the 
band as general protector in the long night journeys from 
perish to parish, and was bearer of the purse,” 


I 

To the best of our belief the speeches in verse 
were never studied from manuscript or printed 
book ; they were always committed to memory by 
the new performers, helped by some lingering 
Guisers of a former year, who still loved to beara 
part, but chiefly instructed by the Nestors who 
had seen many and many a Christmas revelry as 
spectators, without having borne any active share 
in the public display for half a century. So on 
the Heath, as we have ourselves seen on the York- 
shire Wolds, some old man like Timothy Fairway 
leant against the wall, “and prompted the boys 
from memory, interspersing among the set words 
remarks and anecdotes of the superior days when 
he and others were the Ezdon mummers elect that 
these lads were now.” 








‘©* Well, ye be as well up to it as ever ye will be,’ he 
said. ‘Not that such mumming we uld have passed in 
our time. Harry, as The Saracen, should strut a little 
more, and John needn't holler his inside out. Beyond 
that perhaps you ‘ll do,’” 





These rehearsals sometimes continued nearly 
three weeks, for some, like Snug the joiner, were 
“slow of study.” Father Christmas commences 
the drama, introducing the others and himself 
with a verse informing the company of his arrival, 
whether he were welcome or not : 

*¢* Make room, make room, my gallant boys, 
And give us space to rhyme ; 
We've come to show St. Geo 
Upon this Christmas time.’ 

“The guests were now arranging themselves at one 
end of the room, the fiddler was mending a string, the 
serpent-player was emptying his mouthpiece; and the 
play began. First of those outside [the mummers, who 
were awaiting their turns, unseen], the Valiant Soldier 
entered, in the interest of St. George, 

* Here come I, the Valiant Soldier 
Slasher is my name ;’ 
and soon. The speech conclu led with a challenge to 
the Infidel.’ 


, 


s play 





At his own entry, the Saracen champion begins : 
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“ Here come I, a Turkish Knight, 
Who learnt in Turkish land to fight ; 
I'll fight this man with courage bold; 
If his blood 's hot, I °ll made it cold!” 


and then “ 
if 


slapping 


every now 
minatory phrases, in the 


the staff or lance, : 
orthodox manner.” 
To him the Valiant Soldier 
daunted, and, with a glare of defiance, 
barred helmet, declaims, 
“Tf, then, thou art tl 

Draw out thy sword, 

And fight they do, with the result that the Valiant 
Soldier is overthrown heavily, like a log, not van- 
quished, but slain, refusing to yield. The Turkish 
Knight has nine speeches in all, one of which is a 
declaration that he is ready to fight St. George and 
all hiscrew. To him straigl tway enters St. George, 


the 


advances, in no way 
through his 


at Turkish Knight, 
and let us fight. 


magnificently got up, and with a flourish of self-pro- 
clamation 
** Here come I, St. George, the valiant man, 
With naked sword and spear in hand, 
Who fought the dragon and brought him to slaughter, 
And by this won fair Sabra, the king of Egypt's 
daughter ; 
What mortal man would dare to stand 
Before me with my sword in hand?” 
The combat ensues, with plenty of cutting and 
slashing, and sparks struck from the sword-blades 
if possible. The Saracen Knight is of course van- 


quished by the by-no-means “ White figure from 
the North.” “Being wounded, the Knight fell 
upon one knee, according to the direction. The 
Doctor now entered.” He seems to have had 
something of Jewish lineage, and could speak 
excellently well, as others found to their cost. 
“ He restored the Saracen Knight, by giving him 
to drink from the } hich he carried, and the 
fight was again resumed, the Turk sinking by 


grees until quite overcome, dying as hard in this 
venerable drama as he is said to do in this present 
day.” We are happy to know that he was by no 
means exhausted, and managed to make a good 
supper after the performance had ended. 

The final portion of th <entertainment gives work 
for the Saracen (who is slain by St. George and 
has his head cut off), the Doctor, the Doctor’s Merry 


py 


Andrew, and Old Father Christmas. Then all 
the characters join in a plaintive chant, “during 


which all the dead men rise to their feet in a silent 
and awful manner, like the ghosts of Napoleon's 
soldiers in the Midnight Review,’ by Baron 
Zedlitz, 
Sigismund Neukomm. 

Although these Christmas mummers’ plays and 
songs are not wholly discontinued in many parts 


of the country, the versions differing greatly in 
accordance with traditionary originals or modern 


innovations of personal or local allusions, there has 
been hitherto no systematic gathering together of 
records on the subject. Only a few persons have 


| 


the sword against | 





so nobly set to music by the Chevalier | 


taken the trouble to note the peculiarities 
they fade away. 
to be done quickly, before the tyranny of Board 
schools, with their pretentious omnipotence and 
omniscience, has crushed out all the playful 
humour of villagers. Sir Cuthbert Sharpe, in his 
Bishoprick Garland, has preserved “The Sword- 
Dancers’ Song and Interlude, as now performed at 
Christmas in the county of Durham.” The Clown, 
or “Bessy,” begins the song, generally changing 
“ Helicon” into “ elegant” 
“Good gentlemen all, to our Captain take heed, 
And hear what he’s got for to sing: 
He's liv'd among music these forty long year, 


before 
What is needed to be done ought 


And drunk of the Helicon spring,”’ &c. 
The Captain then sings an introduction for his 
six actors, the Squire’s Son, the Tailor fine, the 
Prodigal Son, the Skipper, Tages Sailor, and the 
before-named “ Bessy, wh plays the fiddle. 


There are also a Parson with a bushy wig and the 
indis spe nsab " beta In the Songs and Ballads 
of t Peas try this is repeated, and another 


“ Masker’s Song,” taken down in Craven, is added: 
“T open this door, I enter in,” &c. From the 
same district comes another, “The Sword-Dancers’ 
Christmas Song,” beginning: “The first that 
enters on the floor, His name is Captain Brown.” 
Brand gives some account of these revels, but his 
book is not within reach at present. Hone in the 
second series of his Every-Day Book, column 1646, 


reprints part of “Alexander and the King of 
Egypt, 2 mock play, as it is acted by the 
mummers every Christmas at Whitehaven.” This 


was in 1826. The Valiant Slasher is misprinted 
“ Slacker.” 
Year by year appear advertisements of fresh 


collections of ¢ *hristmas carols, old and new, but 
unfortunately the new predominate.* Asa popular 
collection it would be difficult to find one better 
illustrated than the beautiful quarto volume, with 
music, published by Geor, ge Routledge & Sons (no 
date), Christmas Carols, New and Old, edited by 
the Rev. H. R. Bramley ‘and John Stainer, both of 
Magdalen College, Oxford. But we feel also a 
partiality for Christmastide, its History, Festivities, 
and Carols, by William Sandys, F.S.A. (our copy 
possesses his autograph of presentation), illustrated 


with tinted lithographs and woodcuts by James 
Stephanoff. Of the finest modern poems on 
Christmas a selection was made, with unusual 


taste, in another quarto volume, printed in colours, 


1848, Christmas Carols, a Sacred Gift, published 
by Thomas Nelson, London and Edinburgh. 


There are, however, many good carols which have 
* Since writing the above, we have seen the valuable 
Christmas Carols, Hymns, Short Anthems, Part-Songs, 


| &c., published, at a small price, by E. Pitman, 20, Pater- 


noster Row. The music is arranged by our old friend 
Thomas Crampton, who brings back to us several good old 


| | carols from the Roxburghe collection, 
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ore not been reprinted in modern days, and which are See ! him a Giddy Rout hath found, 
cht of difficult access, remaining almost unknown. And by his Cradle pas 
“ ° “—r Ce . The Oxe and Asse t is family, 
ard Sometimes the ( hristmas carol was made to His Traine and his Retinue be 
ind serve as a political manifesto, a declaration of And this deseri‘d, they now have bound 
‘ful abhorrence against the Puritan faction who hated Him to his Manger fast 
his all celebration of the Yule-tide festival as being of ow pg +* chaine 
* . im to his Inne againe 
rd- pagan origin, or, still worse in their eyes, a remnant His Altar snke his T ~ 
> s ° " 8 Altars s1 >, his Lempies 1} 
at of Popery. Some times the c rol was simply an They trimme and presse 
wn, expression of loyalty 1 faith in the k ngs per- In the same Dresse, 
ing sonal worth or a aay ge Two cimens of His Worship and Nativity. 
5 ° . 
this class can be here for the first » reprinted. ee 
Both were addressed to King Charles I. and sung ‘Gainst Sacrileg 
before him. The author of both was the honest And may those h have in Clouds been 
Welshman, Martin Llewellyn, who wrote the . spent, ; 
poem entitled Wickham Wakened ; or, the Quaker’s Cleare up, and boast both his and your ascent. 
Madrigall, in Rhime Doggrell, beginning, The date of this carol, within three weeks of 
we the judicial murder of Archbishop Laud. and whet 
“The Quaker and his Brats the idicial n er or AT - no} Lau » nd wh n 
Are born with their Hats,” Xc. the king’s own ule ty was already menaced, makes 
‘ . = the palpable allusions to his enemies doubly in- 
3 we gay ym the rare 1674 editior _ 
= é - D ir 1 the rare 1674 ed Ch Ol | teresting. To one whi rel s feelings were 
estminster Drollery is an © to * ( 
co . “4 | . 1, An apper g Neve 4 strong, the open attack n the Church mivht well 
Drollery,” in the third volume of out eerves Of be deemed the works of “ sacrilegious men. rhe 


the Restoration, p. 188. Without reproducing the 
numerous italics of the orginal, but keeping the 


spelling and punctuation, first, then, here is the 


clouds” were indeed lowering. A year later, 
and after the reverses of Naseby and Philiphaugh, 
appeared this second carol from Martin Lle odin: 





CanoLL, Sune To nis Masesty on CuristMAs Day, 1644. | Canons, SunG To HIS Masesty on Curistmas Day, 1645. 


I 
, 























n. Harke ! harke ! the Spheares inticcing notes, Great Copie of this Sol Ly, 
his The Orbes are strung againe. Whick you transcribe afr 
the Intelligences tune the skie; And make afflictions your array, 
46, And mike their Journey Harmonie. As God made his of flesh. 
: e Cherubims exalt their throats, God-] ed best by afflicted Kings is showne, 
ot . 0 \ . 1 : ; , 
all their Musicke straine Because their height is nearest to His owne. 
the Angels cluster, : - -.. oe : 
his Their Voices muster: Though in his Traine the Oxe appeare 
ted Ard in their Severall Orders crowd, ] trude 
Amaz’d to see v | Reverence there 
; The Deitie at's Nature is n Rude _ 
esi Disguis'd and mask'd in a fraile shit with Innocence befell. ae 
but nne, who know not to dce well. 
lar The Sea into a droppe is throwne, a or 
And channell’d in a Span. Pas SONS IEIO F ullace gat, 
ae Eternity *y ne * pa And rear’d at centahan heal 
ith fin’d an i tl rust int a Day: Some, whom your P ; ude fat, 
« 5 ‘ ag y« - ‘ 1 
no To. lh finitie a Shore is knowne, And your owne Cribbe 
The want seasts emper rise 
by It limits hath in Man, os — _— fall eile 
1 of He that first brings Are Fipe GRE Bs to tall 
Da sail Time to his S[c]ithe and Wings : The Beasts which to hi xdle came 
Sas Subscribes to both, and hath made hast/« There at hist rer st 
or I shift him cleane, Not to build triumphs on his shame, 
ie! mm, And change the scene ; But to receive their food. 
te To know Begun, to Come, and Past. But here the //erd now surfeited dot] 
nes , , nee And, being full, learnes to despise the 
on No fond Imaginary Birtl ies ' 
1 No sly Phantasticke show, But as the Treasure in the Mine, 
ua No Aery shape, no empty Beames, Is treasuré > still though trodde, — 
ITs, Like Marcion’s frar ticke Suemes So in this Cloud our Sun you shine, 
ned A serious Issue visits earth, “ And God in fl sh was Goc 
oh. Wh re veines and sinewes grow, For God and King: are still beyond us plac’t, 
ave True flesh is bred, And highest still though re're so low debas’d. 
A a ‘then + oS ae eee If it be captiously objected (as by anti-national- 
d | Peie at we may see . ' % . 
ible : Sir ! P ats - Te ists and anti-monarchists all loyal sentiments are 
Since all irts come, ° A 
ngs, aces ties coese Shatnn deemed reprehensible) that the comparisons here 
nd Salvation is not Pageantry. indicated trench boldly on profanity, the answer 
ent ; nad ) 
old — ———_____—_— | may as well be laid to heart at once. Amid the 
l J 


* «ce. the swaddling-band fierce attacks of intolerant big try there is invari- 
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ably a reaction which presses toward some other] Fearless of misconstruction by evil minds, some 
extreme. The irreverence and malignity of the | of these early carols touch with innocent boldness 
insults to Laud 1 Charles I. provoked among]|on the mystery of the Incarnation, as in one 

loyal Cavaliers so1 1 fervour of devotion as may | beginning 
rcely at all times seem reasonable or praise- | “A ferly thyng it is to mene, 
worthy. B f ré 1 high-born d That a mayd a chyld have borne :” 
fender I} ! \ t lly soared too high to which the burden is “ Aye, aye, this is the d 
in their loyal ray es, seeking to defend both | that we shal worshep ever and aye.” It will 
( rch and te, t tification is to be found | found, complete, in the Perey Society’s publ 
in the prov t to tl , by tl till more | No. Lxxiii. p. 15, for October. 1847. On p. 12 
; net , Rewintrns nd ¢ ' : Real : ' 
ofte \ | | e and the violent the same collection will be found another | 
of rep h were employed by the | cl sely resembling, in its commencement and 
Parliamentary t | general purport, the carol transcribed above. Here 
No bett | f the] ehold form of th | is the first verse :-— 
Cl : rated with n “ Thys endeis ny3th 
mixt f l pl eol could I saw a sy3th, 
well be f ¢ | by for sture as bry3t as da) 
infants, ! pt formerly in possession of —— among 
Mr. T) VV ’ Tt 4] veetness and in- —— len song eae ; 
: : : sullay, by by, lullay. 
I I i the reliy yste on . . 
P , ‘ This probably formed a v kr vi ! 
Its « e of al 1478. or a t ‘ 
four 1 ne old have been used s recurt bu 1 to pany 
Lullay, my Chyld, and wepe no more. 
Instead of the “Boar's Head Carol 
Lullay, my chyli, and wepe no more, Neges, Caput Apri, &c., “The boar’s he 
7 , hand bear I,” there was sung of old the h g 
song, 
Pt ee any see = ‘ Tydynges I bryng 3 w for to tell, 
‘ pape Aa 7°? What me in wy! st bef 
; racy Sepe, Whan me m a wld ] 
nd ewer . sewd at » - . . ’ 
Ar | y ng, \V\ or so br 
] t sley 
: ; ; A bor so bryme that me pursued, 
"” not s it I may wepe, Me for to kyll so sharply ved, 
- " p USECe : That brymly best so cru l unryd, 
Slep I [w [am sue, Ther tamyd I hy 
And ¢ ys have I non And reft fro hym both lyfe and ly1 
MT 9 1 «+ . 7 , } ; 
M 2 I é nsward | WI h formed emlv cl » intr 
ng | boar’s head in attestation 
i\ | . 
I ily to shew jzow that is tr 
. bef s hed with my swerd I 1 
, | : , To mak this day to 3ow myrth new, 
x : " 
Now etes thereof anos 
1 ; | PA , 1 sow etes ther ia i 
But I fader was Etys on 
4 had s] come» a 
| t & I pray a gi 
™ y il, 
Man, f shal I be ue 2 
] and nm Lil . ; 
‘ by } 
Dole it ist rshal I] ‘ ’ A pp: V 1 ou 
H ; by some 1 Ke 1 M 
\ woundes to-we German Gasthaus, this « ndat é 
2 ! rte lu is food n have beet erv 
i I ged on at | accompanit nt as the “ bred and musterd ” « 
| lemon from the boar’s mouth. We could linger 
—. bon3t wull I nou3t, ver many a score of ancient Christmas carol i 
be feel tempted to give, on some later recurt i 
A f I her the festival, a list of such Christmas carol l 
! | 11 > ] 
re ¢ ' But en l l s i 
Fa t 1 hasé , - 4 - } 
“ t re re rumbling be i even I ng t 
I sonne. . 
" hall aby tors to our pleasant 4 ture) who may 
> ‘ 
“ re ‘ e that w ré ng torth too § 
A I Q } ' nla lhe } . 
4 j vs 1 peopie Vv ud sh { rears even 
I ve i the m ern caroi ol ( d kK g 
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We neeslaus,” 
by the boys of Market Weighton, in the E 
Riding of Yorkshire, fourteen years ago. Wa 
my masters! Wass-hael and Trink-hael ! 

, J. W. Essw 








Molash, by Ashford, Kent, 


THE CHRISTMAS PLAY OF “ THE 
HAMPIONS,” 
Hollington, near Hastir 


in the year 1869, the village boys were in the habit of 


SEVEN 








vis iM gentry at Uhr 0 
to pt ih been ha d 
tt he door of the | 
pened, the ypearea In costume na ] 
rs ente n the following « I O 
Father Ch 2. King G 3 Hy G ‘ 
4. Turkish K | 5. Doctor, 6. Bold é 
7. Tommy Tw vang These charact I 
v ni Ms of the play which I 
fr the } It obviously « 
' columns of “N. & Q I 
t il f comparison with y 
‘ } n f l in } 1 } 
ve r 1D 1 ¢ 1e! pa I 
\ K x George is obv isly S & 
t cl erat Hollington I pect 1 
I ern < } n, Twingtwang 
| f Je J <« or the Doctor I 
ggested hy Y ns of the pre ¢ 
, 
h dreaded iaril ) t 
lrendec g poy 
t I \ 
I iy t cb ¢ play 10 ) 
In cor sI,O I 43 
Am I we t 
I} » Old I Christma 
VW ver f t 
K ( 
I Cc I \ T 3» 
1 cl ir bold: 
Witl ng and glittering sw l 
ly n of gold 
I fought t n 
I t hter 
And by tl I won 
I King of I t's daughter 
S Tu ¢ 
Ir I, Hy Gwyer 
With my f red as fire 
I hav n through Italy, France, and Spa 
Here | 1 retur l again 
H I am, all cuts and scars, 
Ju ( i rai wars 
Mar bat [ been in, 
Ar y a batt e I seen, 
For the sak f George r king 


which we have heard chanted lustily 
t 
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| 


| 
| 





King G ’ 
Turkish Knight, don’t cut your r; 
I'll cleave you down with my long 1 


They fight Ti AK t lls: the D 


With my long and glittering sw 
I wish to end this game 
S ~7 7 
In ¢ es I, little Tommy 
Twingctwang, « here to pt 
All you jolly blades aboard 
{ man-of-war ; my nat . J 





; ! 1 ne 

[ ng five I Gg Chi 

! | kish Knight, King I Creorg 

DD It ed tl he ricts 

Northamptonsl Pp f « gy men 
. few I k ( t 

{ nbe wel B \ \ Ag ° 


I I : p 
, , , 
| l poken by J Jack 
I es I, li Tem J 
\ my wife and f l y 
I l I h the ] 
| 
vers¢ i my Sussex tex 
of ( i Hall iven 





ca Ww 1 tl 
\) len s rds in tl I n i 3 
s i befor us {fw was r 
G shin, who gets k li ba I it is 
pre yl ght to lif gain t part 

> ARNOTT 


CHRISTMAS CHRONICLES OF LLA 
PWLLYCROCHON 


Th " of Llanfairp cl] was pri* 
mitive, ndeed su ul ply 
| Its inhabitants were « l con 
uent unfas] | N shion 
I r } ded the hn f f Lianfai 


or May-engaging day, as the 1 l 


rural hamlet? Or who mi 
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turdy man! | of Llanfairpwllycrochon, ar-| feast. Not that they looked upon it as a feast 
raved in n t with ng bouquets|in any ecclesiastical sense, for Llanfairpwlly- 
el 1 . I the i the hats | crochon was decidedly Calvinistically Methodist 
) ntily stu t] head, and nd rejected a uch things as mei Popish 
! upel 
t I n I] ( 5 3 va , titution 
But f t fi th Llanfairpw rochon I l goose 
\ \ f } ‘ NV lern ub had 1 tence thet ] 1 but the 
( I h hey hn l had neverthel | s Tl nas, 
V | I é t ! uf | ible visit to London, came h 
‘ \ \ ned hon Kn 1 idea w ‘ rth 1 th 
\ I I I . rs than anythi l dor ! th 
f t] I l L ve t bonfire on th itlyin vhen tl 
i ‘ ++ ‘ ] h f lit wa 1e befor 
, i \ f ! | from their surpris It was no 
i. f ‘ mat . bute heal 
(Tf i ‘ 3 t Tt 1 ( ad nnel ? { I ( s 
. Hei ' 1 ¢ ny f ways of 
M J { f t | hon And 1 ; Thomas 
| I ted in a n t 
é I l n evel ra irren¢ 
f l t ently t tubbor 
I tt t . V ichevel t did ul ; Th s had 
‘ nt t for t n 
7 ? T ‘ ] { } ] ) li ‘ I ‘ l if rs 
\ 1 Ma ! for f I beefsteak 
J e tin red 
l l Anot Cll is in tu n Llanfaix 
r su 1] 1 was the univ < 
! l | | } v ¢ y membe1 t i ) i 
P u n-loaf, ott 
| l l} ndin Lila ! ve . Ma 
1 , ' ly ] 24 » OT . ' . 
n ; ] it { , } ) 
. ] s Th is ! > es of l n k — 
had n I i i trut] | e « n Cl n ort 
t ull y u went to mal ] 
‘ inc! rd Ww wh th ich n ! 
\ | I rl S ( | r da f 
W 3 t it | Lilanfain hi I 
‘ l ( Pw a I I ibted l d $ il 
I 3 VV ~ s i paper roses 1k 
} ‘ iH } household ‘ 1 t 
! ( l » his \ \n ren th had ) 1 i th 
} h l it l s Christmas decorations ced I 
! | I endent than the imagi f t mos 
Ch P luing of ‘ l villager t prese) it s ] 
y ‘ ol \ tin itu ot \ and a l t 
P f to hint at th rising h ~ the school ter, and a Lord 
‘ l t I I I ] Lon a} uncellol n embryo in fin could have | 
wart | ! t ‘ re tured A reward for t day's toil ca th 
moving the ex len who ubt | night's s task of makin t toll 
l I ias | Thomas 7 is, and those who ke the 
ded nts | tongue among the villagers, called it 
1. Once had Thomas Thomas been corrected 1 
nd Mary and | pronunciation, but the hardy Saxon who ven 
had t venerati for | tured on the bold proceeding was silenced when 
lmuch } ur he heard that he was not to think he was going 
to persuade a reasonable man into mutilating 




































78. 5» §, X. Dec, 21, °78.] NOTES AND QUERIES. 191 
the English ton iss, and taffy ] | port m of the plain. But between the river and 
savs, nd ther the matter. | the levée is a long strip of land, about uarter 
Without tatty the uirpwlly- | of mile in Ith, which in tl event of a 
ri hon t was l V ul I l LW 3 + l. ’ } 1 wint ’ , 
would n ha betw nit ! rt of laa tlic] f vy] 

tution Christmas and ar t ther \\ n young I \ i vi vild 

St f ter f rprise that they should fowl ‘ | 1e ( W 
it ¢ cling to its annual maki \ n S | ea tehe 
1as vht, when t upy st ith 1 t nd, I started t > th 
h } | y l b ured into nand put | y if | ld " 
iti I th rto rl. He \ 3 n } I ! l lL duel wh l t en 
th tunity for e | ix of t village which « ld | W ‘ th is d e f wild 
n t t | ey W ad steal, if poss | ] hl t then 
befor V nd al id en ! | lL it ind 
iS 1 n t unfortur \ f t Y 
} kk f wid om 
5 Some ( Eve } ngs | I n ] tly 
LVS f } y h , . a \ ‘ ' ] ; 4 it 

Lomas continued .y th prin , ] wh , 

t m of ] ild | t | ! ‘ ] ] d 

ren a sd . * ' . S} * } ; ’ 1 F 

b I I I l t ul t | ol 

) l ! ul L trea t T t ’ less 

i t , til not! indred y s of fter i 
rs tt I K ( tai ] ] it { ] | ! | t l \ t 

f ik I 1 Si , t ] 1 th t ] 1 us by vrea 
} } | \ l n ft 1 S. ¢ ] Chey 

] I t t i k rad to th | i = f 

‘ ib f uty | I had ! ‘ ul 
I r strength in tl] t W l 
P . f } 
Ma \ l I t 1 [ t lf { thi 
| \ t ( T I $ t l t l . 
1 y n, wh ny 1 ‘ t ther ulrea veen 
<= nN. & QQ.” 3 fy f ] f ] 1e leves \ ition 
t $ neti lil t | ‘ \ ps 
I t ! t f t ‘ n th y 1d acy 
Sf . Roperrs k. t » th 
To « s I had ] pool 
vet iv \ } | ul ut 
| A WILD-GOOSE CIIASE. f } vhoy { vi \ ! wa 
S \ ] le have nted ou ’ ce of nd surrou t des 
st f om n . ] t+}]yat + 4 by ym ¢ hee the « } rew 
f 1 I stora al 1 toend I rt ] S | ould 
th | ol re niscen t mpress u t ross to 1 d 1 of it 
I of h uniors that it is quite pos ul ther dark that I « not se 
! S¢ y end in very unpieasant con juen three yards before but | $s re that 
nd | Yet as Christmas is a tim hen stories W was one sl of ter, which 
th to while aw the evening, I shall perhaps be | was | ing deeper every moment There 
Lord excused when I ha ven a ** modern msta was, how r, on ne thing t d o try 
] as an illustration of the ** old saw. | to wade through it and get to the | before 
t Opposite to the village where the celebrat« 1] that was covered. 

tote Pau uis Courier lived, and in the n our-| To render my position more perplexing, on all 
hood of which he was assassinated, the write 3 | sides rose fil hts of wild fowl], which had settled 
fe nearly ended as suddenly as his ;—but of | there for the night. Such a flapping of wings, 

5 that more anon. quacking, whistling, and all sorts of wild eries it 

o ven Facing the house in which Courier lived—on | would be difficult to imagine. T V e place 

L wher the other side of the river—there runs down the | was alive with them. And as tl were no 

$ going valley of the Cher one of those high levées that | doubt unwilling to leave it, they wheeled round 

ilating prevent its waters from inundating a large } so near that it seemed as if I could hit them 
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taves I obtained a copy of this chant I submitted | to catch some of his tormentors, “that he micht 
. it to my friend the Rev. Francis T. Havergal, | glut on them his rage”: but not succeed ng in this, 
wet who thinks that its melody which in two of | he left the palace “bellowing with pa n.” Sindhad 
I its | irs has a resemblance to the well known air, ind the rest lost no time in making for the ea, 
Auld lang syn is not older than the latter | but urcely had they pushed off their rafts when 
f the seventeenth century the giant approached with many others, and hurled 
y Curunerr Bene. huge stones at the fugitive Some even ventured 
into the sea up to their waists, and all the rafts 
: Srsprap, Unysses, ann tur Cye T do | but one were sunk; on that raft Sindbad with two 
n that the extraordinary resemblance b unions contrived to escape 
LOUU Sindbad’s third o- und Uh wiett ta e same tale occurs in the Basque legends, in 
‘ s has ever been noticed : if not, it will, Tam | Which the giant’s name is Tartaro, and his eye was 
ut 7 be interesting to many readers of “N. & Q.”| bored out with spits made red hot. Like Ulysses, 
S ‘ the two stories in iuxtanosition. , the leader made his escape by the aid of the ram, 
Odusses. ix.—Uleeses and his cov, having | W th this difference—he did not cling to the ram’s 
‘ 1 the island of Sicily. entered the cave of | belly, like Ulysses, but fastened the m’s bell 
3 i hemos. the nt Cyclops. Soon a the | round his neck and threw a sheepskin over his 
returned and saw the strangers, he seized | ‘! ulder Tartaro seized tl kin 1 the man 
‘them, and, having dashed their brains out, | ‘ ped, leaving the skin in th hand 
pper off tl nor entrails left, nor | Tl t re Of iu there 
marrowy | hen stretching his huge nnot | 1ouUde, | can i r learned 
pon the floor, | wel to sleep Ne rres] est the n origin, o1 
es he caught two others and devoured them | how the At 1 Basques 1 juainted 
er. His breakfast ended, forth | vith t] tory of the blind old Gre n bard? 
» the open air, driving his flocks before | E. Connam Brews 
Ulysses and his companions he sec ~4 Lavant 
D ve. At sundown the giant returned, P 
r two for | ipper, nd after quaffin I, r'n LIONS AT rHe To ER ¢ L ~These 
f win ll-conquering sleep j | lions were often made the cause for | i Jokes 
n Ww it Ulysses bored « the | °” untry cou ns, but I have never before this 
with a green olive stake heated in th t the following use to which the lions were put: 
I monster writhed and roared with pain, | But the most ¢ paid to tl 
earching in vain to seize some of his | ti# said. can inform with Child 
mas ’ . shall have a Son or r: Your w 
emoved the rock from the 1 h of | penort that those I mselves or 
to let h rc] Ulysse 1} t To Dit 1 v I went 
escaped at tl mi time by ttaching | the First of April was Twelvemonth befor 
to the bellies of the heep, nd made | my Travels, but was laughed at heartily for m 
hip. Polyphemos hurled rocks at the| I copy this from the rare little book 
1 nearly succeeded in sinking it, but the | sented to me by a correspondent of 
made good their flight, and the blinded | The Travels of Tom Thumb over E 
vas left lamenting. | Wales, 1746. I have already in these pages asked 
Nights.—Sindbad’s vessel was driven | who was the author of this work, but my query 
? t to an island of pigmies, and advanc- | has not yet been answered CurTupert BEDE 
J » the interior the crew came to a “hich 
| ,” into which they entered. At sunset came} Curistwas Cakrs.—In some parts of Cornwal 
i t tall asa palm tree, and in the} i istomary for each | ehold to make a 
f his forehead was one eye, red and fiery | batch of currant cakes on Christmas Eve. These 
: coal.” Soon as he saw the intruders! cakes are made in the ordinary manner and 
: ip Sindbad, but, seeing he was but skin | coloured with a decoction of saffron, as is the 
changed him for one fatter, off which | custom in those parts. On these « sions the 
upper, then lay down to sleep, “and | peculiarity of the cakes is that a sn ul portion of 
er than thunder.” At daybreak he | the dough in the centre of the top of each is pulled 
My we the palace, having first secured Sindbad and | up and mac into form which r . 1 very 
: panions, At night the giant returned, and | small cake on the top of a large one, and this centre 
le his meal off another of the crew, then threw piece is speci lly called “ the Christn is.” Each 
2 I fon the fluor and slept tillmorn. The same | person in a hous has his or her sp l cake, and 
2 thing repeate 1 a third night, but while the | every one ought to taste a small pi e of every 
ter slept Sindbad with a red-hot spit scooped other person’s cake. Similar cakes are also 
out his eye. “The pain he suffered made him! bestowed on the hangers-on of the establishment, 
groan h le usly,” and he fumble 1 about the place such as laundre ses, sem pstre sses, charwomen, & ey 
. 
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and even some individuals who are in receipt of | charcoal one shilling and fourpence a sack, and 


weekly charity call as a matter of course for their 


cakes. The cakes must not be cut until 
Christmas Day, it being probably unlucky to eat 
them sooner. In reference to the use of saffron in 
cakes, I wish to inquire if the custom be known in 
other counties beyond Cornwall and Devonshire. 


Christmas 


In London it certainly is not, the sale of saffron 
here being either for medicinal purposes or for 
steeping in the water supplied to some of the caged 
birds. In Cornwall the ordinary penny currant 


buns as well as the cakes are coloured with saffron. 
Geo. BoaseE. 
xeen Anne’s Gate, 8, W 


15, Q . 


A Hovsenotp Rott (21 Epw. I.). 
“Mr. Burtt, whilst calendaring the contents of presses, 
discovered a Household Roll (21 Edw. I1.), which con 


tains amongst others the following curious entries 
For making the Christmas dresses of the said John at 
Newcastle by Henry his tailor with silk and thread for 
the same, 3s. To John, for playing at chess on Christ 
mas Day there, 2s.”"— Ninth Report of the Deputy Kee} 
of the Pp R rds, } 249, 

Auice B. Gomme. 

Oxvp Dixyer Customs.— 

** At ciuill banquets, being at Table with men of worth, 
it is ciuility to put on our hats. Againe, when we are 
ata ciuill table, it is a common liberty and priuiledge 
for a Guest to take meat, and carue to himselfe.”—From 
A lust tion of the Gesture of Kneeling, at the end of 
The He ly Ba t, by John Denison (Lond., 1631, 
PP. vv=- . 

W. C. B. 

Rochdale 

Tae Krxe’s Actors: Waits.— The Tanner 
MSS. in the Bodleian 7 194) the household 
book of Hickling Pri for the years 1509-1520 


the prior tie Robert Wymondham, 
yld, who, by the way, surrendered the 
priory at the dissolution, the corporation having 
been very evilly reported Among the items 
of expense in the year 1517-18 is the following : 


inclusive, 


alias Butt 


“ Regiis histrionibus vocatis waytes.” This is the 
earliest note which I have made of “ histriones 
regii” and of “ waits.” J. E. T. R. 

Oxford. 

CoLp Heat.—Those who assert that we 
have n no “old-fashioned weather” may add | 
the following to their list of facts. In 1611, when 
the m vor of Leicester (Mr. John Freake) went to 


the castle to take the usual oath “at Martlemas,’ 
it was necessary to sweep away the snow in the 
castle yard in order to make the way comfortable 
for those taking part in the procession. 


was unusually severe. I find the chamberlains 
made the following entries in their accounts: | 
“ Tt’m payde for candles, woode and coles this | 


longe and coulde wynter paste, as appeyres by a bill 
of particulers, xxxjs. iij 
were sold at : 


1.” Coals at that peri iod 
t about sevenpence per hundredweizht, 


The winter | 


candles fourpence halfpenny per pound. 

Winter “sullen and sad” lost his supremacy 
very early in the succeeding year ; for at the Lent 
Assizes it was found necessary to remove the g 
from the windows of the Town Hall (the judges 
then sitting there) in order to admit the outer air, 
“the weyther being hott.” 

Tuomas Norra, 

Scraps or Fotx-Lore.—1l. Nine 
— ssary on an oak sprig g worn on Oak- apple Day. 

A pod with nine peas in it should always be 
a! on the handle of the front door of the house, 
The first dark man who passes through the door 
will marry one of the heiresses of the family. 

It is very unlucky to place a pair of bellows 
at any time on a chair or table. M. M. D. 


Weatuer Lore.—I heard the following a few 
weeks ago from an old illiterate man in this town: 
** More rain, 

Fine weather isn 


“ 


lass 


F.S.A, 


leaves are 














more rest : 
t always bes 





Mueries. 


[We must request correspondents desiring information 
on family matters of only private interest, to affix their 
names and addresses to their queries, in order that the 
answers may be addressed to them direct. ] 


HeEsReEws, cH. Iv. vv. 6-12.—There is a remark- 
able variation in form of the text of the A. V. as 
printed at different offices in these verses. The 
Paragraph Bible, edited by the present Dean of 
Canterbury, and printed by the Queen’s Printers 
for the S. P. C. K., and now issued by the society, 
places verses 7-11 in a parenthesis. The editions 
issued by the Clarendon Press have no parenthesis at 
this place. This is not a mere question of form in 
printing, for the effect of the parenthesis is to make 
the apodosis of the sentence beginning at v. 6 to 
commence with vy. 12, while without the parenthesis 
it commences with vy. 7, which is the construction 
adopted by Bp. Lloyd, Dr. Burton, Dean Alford, 
Tregelles, Tischendorf (eighth ed.), the Vulgate, 
&c.,and which makes the argument to be under- 
stood more easily. 

On trying to ascertain the reason of this, I have 
found the history to be as follows. In the old 
A. V., e.g. of Lond., 1625, 1647, the 

is abse ont, it is from previous 
But in the Oxford 4to. Bible of 1769 
it inserted. This is the revision which Dr. 
Blayney undertook for the University Press, and 
the folio edition of this version was for many years 
the standard for printers. In the Oxford Bibles, 
up to 1840, the parenthesis remains. But it was 
omitted between 1840 and 1850; and it is now 
j absent from the Bibles issued by the Clarendon 
| P ress. Dr, Blayney’s revision was without any other 
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authority than the recommendation of Abp. Secker 
and the request of the Delegates of the University 
Press, 

In 1832 the Delegates reprinted the folio edition 
of the A. V. of 1611, with the collation of another 
edition of 1613; “and in 1834 a collation was 
made of the Oxford and Cambridge Bibles, which 
resulted in an agreement that the Oxford small 
pica Reference Bible, printed in a.p. 1824, with 
the corrections then marked, should henceforth be 
the standard for the two universities, This is the 
present text of the Oxford Bibles” (H. Latham, 
Oxford Bibles and Printing in Oxford, Oxf., 1870 
[? pr. pr.], p. 37). From this it appears that there 
may be a different standard used for the text by 
the Queen’s Printers and the printers of the two 
universities. If so, what is the authority which 
the Queen’s Printers make use of ? 

Ep. MARSHALL. 


“ Mapiue, Després, LA BELLE JARDINIERE DE 
Mevpoy.”—Among some French portraits of 
ladies of the Court of Louis XIV. is one inscribed 
“ Madlle. Després, la belle Jardini¢re de Meudon.” 
I wish very much to identify her and to procure 
her biography. Will any one help me? 

GREGORY SHARPE. 


Hap tue Greeks Manctes?—I have lately 
heard it asserted that many of our popular phrases 
are of classical origin ; and the speaker quoted, in 
support of this, the following version of a hitherto 
inedited 

OpE OF ANACREON, 
Whilom I, in sportive mood, 
Wandered forth, abroad to roam ; 
Left the city, low and rude, 
For the fragrant myrtle grove. 


As I, free from thought and care, 
Through its pleasant shades would pass, 
There beheld 1 Daphne fair 


Slumbering on the emerald grass. 


As I stood to gaze my fill 
On the nymph who there reclined, 
While with sharp ecstatic thrill 
Burning passion filled my mind, 


Venus’ son, there passing by, 

Awoke the nymph, who ‘gan to pout. 
“Cupid,” quoth I, angrily, 

* Doe yur mother Lnow you reoul! ‘ 
s Yes,” the laughing b y replied ; 

** And sent me here for fools to angle. 
And I'll tell you this beside, 

That my aunt has sold her mangle.” 


Otp Mains’ Day.—In the Pall Mall Gazette 
|of Nov. 25 there was an amusing article, under 
this heading, on the French popular belief that 
girls who are not married before they are twenty- 
five are destined to become old maids, or, to use 
the French expression, “ Coiffer Sainte Catherine,” 
St. Catherine being, as we all know, the patron of 
virgins. I think that I have read of some similar 
belief in England, but find no mention of it in 
Brand, though he tells us, on the authority of 
Camden, that the young maidens in Ireland used 
to fast on St. Catherine’s Day, in order to secure 
good husbands. Does any trace of this custom 
or belief still exist in England ? . a 


Snowers or Sutpnur.—The following extract 
from a letter of a relative residing at Warrnam- 
bool, in the colony of Victoria, Australia, mentions 
a natural phenomenon of not very usual occurrence : 

“ About a fortnight ago (Sept. 18, 1878) we had an 
extraordinary shower of sulphur. The weather had been 
very sultry, without a breath of wind, and about eleven 
o'clock at night the shower came. It was very partial. 
We had none at all, but at the parsonage and round the 
church the sulphur lay thick on the walks, and over 
every leaf in the gardens. brought a leaf full of 
sulphur home as a curiosity.” 

The neighbourhood is not volcanic, nor, so far as 
I know, are there any active volcanoes in Australia, 
Warrnambool lying on the sea-coast, the sulphurous 
matter may have come over sea. 

Can any of your scientific correspondents throw 
any light upon a phenomenon of so singular a 
nature / J. A. Picroy. 

Sandyknowe, Wavertree, 


Wituiam, Apsot or Ramsey.—Can you tell 
me to what family this abbot belonged? Accord- 
ing to Fitzstephen he was educated at St. Martin- 
les-Champs, near Paris, of which place he was 
prior. He was made Abbot of Ramsey in 1160 
by the interest of Thomas d Becket, was transferred 
to Cluny in 1176, and died and was buried at the 
Abbey of Caritas on the Loire in 1179. I believe 
he was a member of the St. Liz family, and a 
nephew of the second Earl Simon, but this is only 
supposition. What is certain is that he had a 
brother called Simon and that his father’s name 
was William. Simon the brother was a benefactor 
of the Abbey of Saltey in Northamptonshire ; he 
married Emma, widow of Eustace de Walton, near 
Ramsey, and had a son called in the old charters 
William de Selfleia. INQUIRER. 


Brass Trays.—I recently purchased two oval 








Can any of your learned readers remove my doubts | 
as to the classical origin, I will not say of “ Does 
your mother know you’re out?” because we know 
the Greeks had mothers, but of the corresponding 
vulgar saying, “Has your aunt sold her mangle?” 
because I have great doubts whether the Greeks 
had mangles. we 





brass trays, twenty-five inches by eighteen inches, 


apparently of considerable antiquity, and having 


|} at the back small pieces of metal with a hole in 


them, as if they were intended to be hung as 
pictures. They are of the shape of large dishes, 
and at the bottom of each is an embossed picture : 
one a gambling scene, which I think is a copy of 
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one of Teniers’s pictures, and the other a garden 
party, drinking and swinging going on. Both are 
impressed with the letters “E. B.” I have con- 
sulted a dealer in old furniture about them, and 
he doubts their antiquity, and says that the initials 
are those of Eugene Bagg, but who that individual 
may be or at what date he existed I know not. 
I shall be much obliged to any one who will give 
me information respecting these trays. 


Clifton. 


Tue American Ciercy.—Will any one who 
can refer to the Directory of the Protestant 
Epise ypal Church of America inform me as to the 
present residences of three clergymen named below? 
—l. Rev. J. N. M‘Jilton, author of Poems, 
Boston, 1840. He was at one time Rector of St. 
Stephen’s, Baltimore, but [ am uncertain whether 
he is still living. 2. Rev. E. J. Stearns, A.M.. 
formerly Professor of St. John’s Co , Anna- 
polis. Rev. C. W. Everest, author of The Poets 
of Connecticut, &c., formerly resident in Connecti 
cut. R. Ineuts. 





2 
o. 


Sense or Personat Beauty 1x ANIMALS.- 


Have the inferior animals any sense of personal 


beauty, either in those of their own Species or of 


any other? I should be glad to see this question 
discussed, and as a starting-point offer two con- 
flicting authorities : 
1. “ We have no reason to suppose that any animal 
shares with man his sense of the beautiful 
J. F. Boyes, Life and Books, 


sake.”’ 1859, p. 81. 





2. “ The commonest man who has his ounce of sense 
and feeling is conscious of the difference between a 
lov and delicate woman and a coarse one. Even a 
d ls a difference in their presence. The man may 
be no better able than the dog to explain the influence 


the more refined beauty has on him, but he feels it.” 
Adam Bede, 1859, ii. 193. 


Harry Leroy Tempe. 


Tuomas JARVIS was the author of The Farmers’ 
Harvest Companion, the third edition of which 
bears for imprint, “ Canterbury : Printed and Sold 
by J. Abree, m pcc Lx.,” 12mo., pp. viii and 142. 
Who and what was the author When, where, 
and by whom was the first edition printed? What 


other editions have appeared besides that of 1848 | _ 


and Mr. William Burness’s of 1870, published by 
Messrs. Routledge & Sons? W. H. Atunurr. 
Oxford, 


LAVATER on Gnosts, &c.—I shall be glad to 


learn something of a black-letter book on chosts, 
marvellous sounds, warnings, &c.; size 7 inches 
by 5. It is an English translation of a work by 


Lewis Lavaterus of Tigurine, as I guess by a long 
epistle to his patron, John Stigerus, Consul of the 
Commonwealth of Berne. The book in three 
parts, but unhappily both title-page and the last 
few leaves are missing. This I regret the more, as 


18 


for its own | 


the subject of this last chapter is “ After what sort 
we ought to behave ourselves when we hear strange 
crackes, or when other forewarnings happen.” The 
epistle dedicatory is dated 1570. Ishall be grate- 
ful for information as to who Lavaterus was and 
whether his book is rare, but especially for the 
proper title-page of it. Fr. 2. 


Ratrpn Roserr ANDERSON, RGEON. — To 
what college did this gentleman belong, and what 
medical degrees did he hold? He died in 1858, 

DuNELM. 


5S 


‘A novUsE TO LET.”—This phrase has now, I 
am told, authority on its side in Bain’s larger 
grammar; then he is not alone among English 
grammarians in holding that the verb in such case 
‘is not in the common infinitive, but in the form 
of the gerund.” To those philologists who have 
| been taught under Lindley Murray this must be 
a general surprise, and I would ask if “to let” 
can possibly be both gerund and infinitive. In 
| the Latin the words in these parts of speech are 
| different and sufficiently intelligible. P. Mie 





Divination ny Crrstats.—A correspondent 
possesses a large crystal ball, five inches in diameter 
1 six pounds three ounces in weight. It has 
been pronounced a topaz, and worth 30/., and has 
| evidently been much used, and probably for pur- 
| poses of divination. Can any one give me definite 
information as to its real use, probable age, and 


value ? E. A. P. 


an 


Rev. Epwarv Bropuvrst.—I should be very 
grateful for any information about the above. He 
was born in Derbyshire in 1691, and was minister 
of the old Presbyterian Meeting-House in Bir- 
mingham from 1714 to his death in 1730. He was 
buried in St. Philip’s Churchyard, and as the vicar 
of that church would not allow any monument to 
be erected over him, one was set up in front of the 
new meeting-house ; but the chapel was destroyed 
in Priestley’s time, and I suppose the monument 
with it. Mr. Brodhurst’s epitaph was written by 
Dr. Watts, and I should like to know where it was 
inscribed. It was copied into a volume of sern 
‘by the late reverend and learned Mr. Edward 
Brodhurst” which was published in Birmingham in 

733 J. Pexperet-Bropuurst. 


400. 


10nS 


Colchester. 


CoLiectine THE TULKEN Ecocs.—The southern 
portion of Wexford county, consisting of the 
baronies of Forth and Bargy, in many 
respects remarkable as regards the habits, customs, 
and language of its inhabitants—they used a 
patois wholly unlike anything spoken elsewhere 
in Ireland; but, within recent years, these 
peculiarities have to a great extent ceased to exist. 
| These baronies are also remarkable for the number 


was 
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(Lord Berners’s edit., vol. 
1389, between the date 

ham, May 22, 1389 (P lera, vol. vii. pp. 622 
1 ntry of Isabella into P 
June 20, 1389, says :—“* When I 
gentyll f 


of the truce of Lenling 
. 








i y 
q leen 


dy daughter t 


married d I eem coal te L marriage 
ome eight or nine years back, and Fr irt knew 
De ¢ l,and on that very occasion spet 
tifteen day th his 
Her hen, chr lers as well as record 
- but the balance of evidence, I think, lic n 
f r of a later date for the marriage I should 
l lad to re ny further notes on the subject 
fr those who workin 1 that period. 
Whilst sendin note, I would append a quer 
In the Public Record O sa Latin tract of eig] 





M. A. Everett GREEN. 
wer S Bedford Square 
L ( rs's Mow rin Cu Cuvt I, 
D S. x. 369 There does not exist 


v1 I Lord Cutt n Chi Churel 
( | ral I] exam 1 th chapt r re ls 
l t finda reference tosuch. I ure 
tl neral ! Peter Cunningham, in 


nything about | uv. At that vi time 

there se to have « ted an uncert y about 
t I pole, in a Ie to Geor Mi 
tagui f L Cutts, says (p. 491 

‘Ww to Strawberry I will look fo 

where vas buried I think I ean find 
in ar er letter to the same 





ivs, be thought \ 

iin refer to t ° 
Under these circumstances I im 
cht cor 


ined 
ld be thrown upon ‘the 
since had the good fort 
with a small vol ume by 
Monumenta A 
wthor 
ch was 
iis I fine 
Ji 
of th Le 


that no 
inquiry ; 

une accidentally 
John Le Neve, 
A.D. 1717, termed 
“9 spe ime : of a much larger work,” 
afterwards published in four vols. In 
the following (p. 120) :— 
rd Cutts, Baron of Gowran, 
ustices General, 


qa lic wid, 


in Ireland, 
and General of the 


one 


rd 
, Li 
rd J 


ii. p. 428), under the year in that King: 


ight, died at 
1706, buried 29 same month in Christ 





om, Governor of the Isle of W 


Dublin Jan. 26, 


| Church Cathedral.” 


| The 


| The forer is found in 
end of 


scriptions (if a 


oing i the “Obituary” at 

706) “of persons whose In- 

et up) are not come t » hand.” 
authority « quoted is “MS. P. L “ MS. 
Peter Le N eve, E Ni 
siiithed aap West ae ee 
urch a short time ag 


same year (1 
ny yet 
v6.4 
supplied by 
When I 
of Christ Cl 


, of course, 


not aware of this reference. So far, then, as 

rea the | wt the inform } sfactory, 

the authority is undoubt | with regard 

to the monument and its 1?) Ll have no 
more to say Jonn FIrNLaysoyn, 

5 Prebendary of St. Michael's 

Christ Church Cathedral, Dublin. 

Tue Pvsrication ( ik STERS (5 
S. vi. 484; ¥ » 89, 131, 239 1), 429, 459 
vill. 53, 152 x. 470 If At ‘Tt will w 
patiently until the appearance of the Pegisters of 
St. Dionts Backchurch, announced by the Harleian 
Society and now nearly thr l » press, he will 
find, in the preface to tl that his 

fficulties have been antic ‘ 1} hiections 





perfect right t pinions he ¢ ed, but, as 
has already been said elsewhere, they were his 
! lividual op nions, and are not ¢ I ed by the 
governing body of the Harleian Society, nor, so far 
is can be ascertained, by any considerable portion 
of its members, and most certainly not by 

Tue Epiror or tue Sr. Dios REGIsTE 

We hope to be able to give A? er on this 
subject next week 

Royat Faminry Prayers (5'" 8. x. 147, 252 
134 I can make some ere tions to Mr. Win 
nd Anupa’s exhaustive lists, fr Prayer Books 
n my Own possession 

Exiglish. 
636. “Our gracious Queen Mary, Prince Charles, and 


the rest of the royall Progenie,” 





8. The same. 
1700. “Catherine the Queen Dowager, her Royal 
Hig shness tl Princess Ann of Denmark, and all,” &c 
; Their Royal Highnesses Frederick Prince of 
Wal es, the Princess of Wales, the Duke Princesses, 





the issue of the Prince and Princess of Wales, and all,” 
ke 
1723 is the same as 1713 of Mr. W 
1776, 1777, 1789, 1793 (Newport) are the 
Mr. Wine; 1807, 1810 (Verdun), 1811, 
the same as ApuBa’s 1809. 
1637. “Our gracious Queene Mary, Prince Charles, 


and the rest of the Royall issue.” 


1720 is the same as Mr. Wrnoa’s 1713, and 1844 as his 


| 1846. 


Forces 
| 


French. 
1667 (Durel). “Catherine, nostre Reine debonnaire, 
la Reine Marie, mere du Roi, Jacques Duc d’York, et 
tout le reste de la Maison Royale.” 





ied at 
Christ 
” at 
e In- 
and,” 
MS. 
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1678 (Durel). “ Catherine, nostre Reine debonnaire, 
103 Duc d’ York, et tout,”’ &c. 

1688 (Durel “Catherine, Reine Doiiairiere, son 
Altesse R yale la Princesse Anne de Dannemarc, et 





*‘Leurs Altesses Royales Frederic 
1 Princesse de Galles, le Duc, les 





l y). “Charlotte, notre auguste Reine, 
leu Altesses Royales le Prince et la Princesse de 
toute lu Famille Royale. 
Latin. 
Gratiose Reginzw nostre Catherine, Jacobo 
Duci Eboracensi, et univers,” Xc. 
791. “ Benignissime Reginzw Charlotte, C 
Regis Georgio Walliarum Principi, et univers,” &c. 
Greek 
1665. roy yapucrarny yoy Baciltocay KAO 
APINHN, rijv rod BamXtwe Myrivpa Baciittocay 
MAPI'AN, ’IA’KQEON ‘Hyspova rod ‘EBopayxov, rai 
Tavra Tor cov Baowuorv 
S18. A translation of Mr. Wrxe’s 1817. 
I will examine my collection of Church of Ire- 
land Prayer Books, and give the result in a sub- 


I would venture to t, in explar n of 
t pl lescrihe by Mr. Boas 
( the P r Book now in use at the 
( R l. St. J that of the earlier 
| r book, 1 ¢ the worse for wear, 
] l 1 tl pl ce filled } t 
heet pr 1 1863 

A P ‘ Book YI! 0 rd 
Prit John Baskett, Printer to the Univer 

omitting 1 f tl 

rubr | her B te nor B n 
the er for morning prayer, nor Canfate in that 


M SOLLY rit 1 h that » tal 
t] nges in the prayers for the royal far 
W i be worth making. Her her « 
e of the exclusion of two liv mre ers ol 





WILL-o’-Tne-Wisp (5% S. x. 405 In esti 
bilities of Mr. WerpGwoon’s 
f restion that originally this was the 
will or wandering wisp, it is worth noting that 
er old English and provincial names of the 


nating +} rol 
matir t pi 


lsitudini | 


s are found, which seem somewhat to | 





connect “ Will-a-wisp” with “Ja 
The wandering meteor of the mos 


appears 


to have been personified as Jack, Gill, Joan, Will, 


or Robin indifferently, accordir 


spirit of the lamp seemed to the p 


mind to be a male or female appari 
| The second of these names we ge 


Fest yus Notes, 165 


t 


led. 1776): “An iqnis fatuvs, an ex! 


| oven , < 
Gillian a burnt taile, « 


, or ill vy 
| And again, ib., p. 97: “ Will wi 


| Gyl hurnt tayle.” + 





The Somersetshire dialect? 
** Joun-in-the-wad ” and *‘ Jacket 
» being synonymou ] | 








the supp sed 
rticular rustic 











that an owl called in Norfoll will-a-wix 
which surely runs “ will-a-wisp,” G form of the 
name, quoted by Mr. W1 very close 
| Burton, again, seems to describe Puck or Robin 
| Goodfellow very much as an ignis f But in 
Burton, Ben Jonson, and Beaumont and | her 
the meteor is called also by it ! er con- 
temporary name of a “ fire-drake. 
Here n old English view of tl futuus, 
| written in 1637 
Q. What is the cause of tl sf us, that either 
befor follows a man in the 
1 It is caused of a great well « pacted 
exhalation, and being kindled, it st ls in tl ire, and 
by the man’s motion the air 1, fire by 
tl yre, and so goes before r follows a ma ] s 
nd of fires meteors are bred neur Execution | 
{ chyards, or great Kitchin e Vv us OF 
sli 1 ter and vapours abound i t quantity 
( the ¢ t Na by R. B., gent 
Lon Okes 7, 12me with {1 iece by Mar 
The Dutch d l-licht, wandering t (like 
their d talst 2 planet , lavours y r cort pon 
nt’s etymology. The other Dutch name for the 
nis fatuns, stalkaers, stall or ble car.dle, is very 
u nd noteworthy. Zen 
M WwW not 1 the Scandinavian 
| t } expre n Il est i One 
| I 
however, refrain f ‘ he pet 
fication as being the ] ! rt letis if 
be or n sitate 7 Wl ver the \ 1 
xhalation might arise, be kindl nd reflect its 
extenuated, versatile flame t must not merely 
mislead nicht-faring clow1 nto |} ind marsh, 
but must, from the 1 e of ! y circum- 
stances, ap] r to behol 3 person W ha 


5, varies this: “ / 
ick 2 lawthorn Cotgrav 
folet, an Hobgoblin, Robin-coodfellow 
has “ / tt i Hobg 
Robin-good-fellow.” J ind follet 
translations of fats 


Cotgrave 





bling, a Hodge}; 


an ignis fatuus, 
ives “ Esprit 
ay 
l‘orriano, 1659, 
ke n elf t 


are, of course, 
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or other light holder. 

















[have a cross given toan a 
eighty years ago by 0 


e of the Knights of St. J 


who took part in the last siege of Malta, and whict 
worn by him, but whether t 


badge of the order or a 
chievement I am unable 





ween the limb 
led 


from at 





* Papa, potato, poul 
When a twister a twi 
For the twistir 


twist 
But if one of the twines of the 
I twit that 
Untwi g the twi 
He twirls with the t 
1 n twice having t 








He twisteth the twine } 


The twain tl 
As tw sw 





A thatcher of TI 
thatching 

Did a thatcher of 
thatel 





hir 
has thatched ?’ 
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a “My grandmother sent me a new-fashioned thre e-| DANTE AND THE Worp “Lvccronra” (5 S: 
— 2 cornered cambric country-cut handkerchief: not an|, 143 953.)\—Mr. Bovcnier, with ‘his usual 
} r ? " | X. oo, sv. pt t. t, l H 
John old-fashioned three-cornered cambric country-cut hand- | acumen. has. I think. hinted at the best mode of 

which kerchief, but a new-fashioned three-cornered cambric | “~").~"? )° lity , 

’ ut handkerchief.’ settling the question whether Dante meant by the 
rular country-cut handkerchief. | 5 . 7 : - pe ‘ | 

r Sol “Three crooked cripples went through Cripplegate | word luccrole fireflic $ or glowworn ‘. To speak 

* wold and through Cripplegate went three crooked cripples.” | authoritatively on this point, one should be ac- 

well Wh | quainted witl he habitat these i ct ' 
. ‘ * 9 .| quainted with the wbita of th insects, espe- 
loublk On the “Gig-whip” model are “A lump of | ‘4 mie ‘¥-38 
1 } : m » ¢ a ] P r | ” hich it ' , cially in Italy. N ww, one may pre cate of tny 
i red leather, a red leather lump,” which it is very | (ile used by Dante that it is apt and true to 

ty eer saat t anickle r ; . : simile us _ UY ant Lh 1b 1s ! l 
i a ffi li to 1! pea ju rik hh pr ypriety many nature. We will ther fore put the « ‘ n which 
Ss times in succession, an 66 pple-pie, apple ple, lay RS a. 4 — Rate ene 
B which assuredly becomes “ Pie-apple, pie-apple » | the reference to the insect « n plain prose, 
‘ae > | thus : a Florentine peasant recli: the close 
no matter now ¢ reful one may be abou placing ¢ mae day. on hillsids es. in a Valley 

r'CHES he accent. “Shut Mr. Smith’s shop shutters” |\,° "\.. |.” Se + 

r the accent. “Shu Mr. Smith’s shop hutters "| below him (vineyard or meadow land), lucciole. 

n the s also rather apt to end in an unintelligible |. the question may be put to tomologist 

spiutter if tie imand be rapidly persisted in. l acquainted with Italy, Would this } nt in such 

There are s French examples of verbal | ciscumstances be likely to see in the valley fireflies 
me 1s tumbling-bloc] ; bial baad, wen | CON : ue} 

ling-t Gu . v0 n Book, PP: | on slowworms, or both? And we might, I think, 

158-9. Behold the translated “ Twister ” :— | find in the reply to thi 1estion the poet’s true 

* Quand un cordier cordant veut accorder corde, ly ning. Not being myself an en logist, and 

. i Pour ea corde accorder trois cordons i! accorde; | not having travelled in Italy, I hesitate to offer 

M i l'un des cordons de la corde d 2 lany opin n on this point other than as follows. 

Le cordon décordant fait décorder la cord es, ~e" > . : _ 

Ec Sr aoe : : .. «., | Baretti’s dictionary gives Lu t, 2 glowfly, 

na na. nt sorti parapluie, il m’eit } plu qu'il plat | | nd “Lucciato, a sort of gloww nae cond 

t plus tot lg.» . } hat ] } e 

nit ; ys ° ” | ’ ere it ould § m thi ( t18 a generic 
ited “ Dindon dina, dit-on, du dos d'un doda dindon. hy. H hy W ld seem - wae 

Cai T! : * ee | term. and lucciato the name of particular species. 

em. here are three Prench literative games in the | qy . . ] horef nicht siblv include 

hay he fort vord, therefore, mic p i nclua¢ 
have er 2k, tie Glan saaiitdiae. oni Che former word, the re | bly in 
rted ‘ F . " CES SUE S “I ~~ | hoth inse ts: but I should infer from Baretti that 

wen ff Al] , } Irn ] ‘ -_ —— , 

Hall . ait the players repeat mm turn this D- | Fireflies were intended by 7 le. I may be 
tenes G I grain d’orge, quand te dégro- | Hamed alan to 6 . phat on the f tormented 
gTant u > we l Phe second time | nirits seen by Dante and his if e in motion, 
round they \ Je me dégrogragrain-dorgeriserai, | al 5 mmaae a lly stationary. the 

aah and t les autres gros gras grains d’orge se] .: +7, ld be more su le if 1 ring to fire 
dégrogragrain-d’orgeriseront | Hic M. H. R 

. I will conclude by giving me ntences which 

n . 

. re easv enc to say, | t difficult for a hearer to | In tl matter of distir ] ] veen the 
7 recogr t « as En h if they be uttered | lish terms firefl nd loww the autho- 
4 rapidly and v omew!l f lip ‘ n f Florio is neither be ri e than tha 
tion: 1, “Can a e¢ ivy * Can re eat | of emporary of his, Lev Hulsius, who 

hay 2. “In fir tar 1 oak none n mud | distinctly cives * Luciola. n luce di notte.” 

7 7 “. S 2 . 

€€ are n < I ri ST s rHIN. i] rather n pp rt of M B UCHI Ss 

t ! , , 

, ; : on | friends, ¢ vy his attention to De Cr rhis 
thet Sin former days an entire alphabet ot ynary was not, like the abov tion of 
+ , . rot . , IO; té ] h ‘oy wee <." ° ’ , 
these, in 1 Peter Piper qu l by Dr. Cua | . nd ms tral ed frot he compiler’s 
] t w niublisl ] Tory ’ t 1} 
ppeare It 1 published by Harris, in 8 , » a foreign tongue. It 1 published at 
reas ( “Ve nga | Florence in It n and for It n lars. It 
I » KK te her — ( ] ‘A swat ‘ ne la, “sorta d nsetto volante che 
vam un the str n Win y wim ! a swan risplende dit te con 0 to alter? vo word 
" t ; 
s vn n; well sw S 2. “Round | for , 1 wh we find in Alberti fifty rs later 
he r l rock the ragged 1 l ran Perhaps | What sav vou to the coincidence. Mr. Editor? 
the 1 hopeless thing of is to be asked to RB t goes further t it liatel ve ' 
repea “Mrs. Smith fish-s } hop l re r¢ e. Dante, Jnf., xxv It tl s onto 
tines over exp] ; , est other Italian ] verl that 
In French I have * Didon dir ( n l « I vedere le | ‘ d al I ‘ indo 
\ ‘ 1 ¢ 1 dindon. per lpo 1 evuio, ¢ m Imente nel } », al I 
In class ll. Dr. CHANCE may add to his| fanno apparit certi | liori mil t lueciole.” 
collection. “ That that I \ this, that that that | And I ppe l to any one who eve experien ed the 
vet a that gentleman alludes to is not that that that | sensation to s y whether the said bagliort are not 
he mentioned before, but that that that is that | more like flying stars t quasi-stationary 
wood that w referred to before that.” L. X. X. V. light of a glowworm. leave no doubt 
i 
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about the matter, it defines lucciolato, “ Bache- 


rozzolo, che luce come la lucciola, ma non vola.” 
ALpHuonse EstTocuer. 


Tue Deviw’s Dyke (5 §. x. 307.)—The legend, 
as I know it, is as follows. One day as St. Cuth- 
man was walking over the South Downs, and 
thinking to himself how completely he had rescued 
the whole country from paganism, he was accosted 
by his sable majesty in person. “ Ah, ha!” said 
the prince of darkness, “so you think by these 
churches and convents to put me and mine to your 
ban, do you? Poor fool, why this very night will 
I swamp the whole land with the sea.” Fore- 
warned is forearmed, thought St. Cuthman, and 
hies him to sister Cecilia, superior of a convent 
which then stood on the spot of the present Dyke 
House. “ Sister,” said the saint, “I love you well. 
This night, for the grace of God, keep lights burn- 
ing at the convent windows from midnight to day- 
break, and let masses be ordered by the holy sister- 
hood.” At sundown came the devil with pickaxe 
and spade, mattock and shovel, and set to work in 
right good earnest to dig a dyke which should let 
the waters of the sea into the downs. “ Fire and 
brimstone!” he exclaimed, a sound of voices 
rose and fell in sacred song, “ fire and brimstone! 
what ’s the matter with me?” Shoulders, feet, 
wrists, —_ all seemed paralyzed. Down went 
mattock an spade, pickaxe and shovel ; the lights 
at the convent windows burst forth, and the cock, 
the blaze for daybreak, began to crow 
most Off flew the devil, and never again 
returned to complete his work. The small digging 
he effected still remains in testimony of the truth 
of the legend of the “ Devil’s Dyke. 

E. Copnam Brewer. 





% 


Lavant. 


The legend connected with this place is told, 
and the story 2 different from + ut of the broad- 
sheet, by Mr. W. H. Ainsworth in his very enter- 
taining novel fice Geman, , 

Epwarp H, Marsnat. 

The Temple. 

Curious Corscipences (5" §. x. 385.)—Your 
correspondent must have what the phrenologists 
call a large organ of wonder. 

‘I have met,” says Combe, “ with persons 
excessively fond of news, which if extravagant 
were the more acceptable. When this organ pre- 
dominates in an individual, he experiences a 
natural disposition to believe in the wonderful and 
the miraculous. When any marvellous circumstance 
is communicated to him, the ten: denc vy of his mind 
is to believe without examination.” Thishas enabled 
him to make an immense amount of the mar- 
vellous out of a simple occurrence of two sisters 
meeting at a place where all women who have 
children go to buy toys or presents for them, and | 


those women who have not, to buy for the children 
of others. The sisters met by chance. The popular 
definition of this is, anything occurring without a 
known cause. Crabb in his Synonyms says :— 

* Chance, accident; probability signifies the quality of 
being able to be proved. These terms are both employed 
in forming an estimate of future events, but the chance is 
either for or against, the probability is always for a thing. 
Chance is but a degree of probability ; there may in 
this latter case be a chance where there is no probability. 
A chance affords a possibility, many chances are requisite 
to constitute a probability.” 

The probability in the case cited by Dr. 
Cuance, which occurred two years ago—an enor- 
mous space of time to test evidence arising from 
gossip—is that the two ladies before the marvellous 
meeting had been talking and agreeing to go 
‘some day” to the Crystal Palace Bazaar. The 
most common time for ladies to go shopping is in 
the afternoon. The lady from Ealing would most 
likely take the train after lunch; the lady from 
Sydenham Hill would do the same. What cause, 
then, for wonder that they should meet at a time 
when every one is bent on the same object? Had 
they met, without any previous comm unication, at 
some unreasonable hour, say, before breakfast or 
after the time for closing the bazaar, there might 
have been a cause of surprise at the “ curious 
coincidence” and a necessity for its record ; but 
in this simple case it was only an illustration that 
‘time and chance happeneth to all of them.” 
Mill, Logic, vol. ii. p. 406, says :-— 

‘Given the motives which are present to an indi- 
vidual’s mind, and given likewise the character and dis- 
position of the individual, the manner in which he (or 
she) will act may be unerringly inferred; that if we 
knew the person thoroughly, and knew all the induce- 
ments which are acting upon him (or her), we could fore- 
tell his conduct with as much certainty »s we can predict 
any physical event....No one who believed thoroughly 
the circumstances of any case and the characters of the 
different persons concerned would hesitate to foretell how 
all of them would act. Whatever degree of doubt he 
may, in fact, feel arises from the uncertainty whether 
he really knows the circumstances or the character of 
some one or other of the persons with the degree of 
accuracy required, but by no means from thinking that 
if he did know these things there could be any uncer- 
tainty what the conduct would be.” 





CLARRY. 


Tue Seasons (5" §, x. 367.)—Linwood’s lines 
| do not, I think, present any difficulties or need 
the emend: itions proposed by Boi.zav. Winter 
is fairly marked by St. ¢ ‘lement, whose day falls 
on November 23. Spring is made to begin on the 
festival of the Chair of St. Peter, This BorLeav, 
following the Roman use, assigns to January 18. 
Linwood no doubt intended the festival to be = 
given in all the Calendarsjof the English uses, 
that of the Chair of St. Peter at Antioch, which 
takes place on February 22. The festival of 
| Jan. 18 is that of “St. Peter’s Chair at Rome.” 
May 25 is, in the Calendar of the York use, 
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assigned to St. Urban ; the same day is, in the 
Sarum and Hereford Calendars, assigned to St. 
Aldhelm, but in the former it is directed that the 
middle lection of the day should be concerning 
St. Urban, whilst in the latter a commemoratio of 
the saint is appointed. St. Bartholomew’s Day 
would fix the beginning of autumn on August 24. 
Linwood’s lines, it will be seen, assign exactly 
three months to each of the four seasons. 
Jounson Batty. 
Pallion Vicarage. 


The Calendar of Saints in Sir H. Nicolas’s 
Chronology of History gives St. Urban, Pope and 
Martyr, on May 25. Perhaps this will suit 
BoILEAv. C. F. 8. Warren, M.A. 


Farnborough, Banbury. 


Piovenine py THe Horser’s Tarr (5 §. x. 
366.)\—Harrowing, if not ploughing, by the horse’s 
tail was practised at a more recent date than 1649, 
both in Ireland and in the Scottish Highlands. 
This, at any rate, is the testimony of Capt. Burt 
in 1754, and since then of the author of Paddiana, 
and also of Lord George Hill, in his Facts from 
Gweedore. The horse’s tail would seem to have 
been tied to the harrow without the further aid of 
harness or ropes ; and when the tail had become 
too much docked for the work, it was artificially 
lengthened by twisted sticks. 

Cornpert Bepe. 


Tae Prince or Wares Governor or a Com- 
pany (5% §S. x. 188.)—This was the English 
Copper Company, 1720. It was presented to the 
Lords Justices as an illegal company, though the 
Prince of Wales was its governor (see London 
Gazette). The matter is thus referred to in the 
Historical Register for 1720, p. 304 :— 

“Tt is observable that before the Lords Justices caus’d 
the order above mention’d to be publish’d, their Excel- 
lencies sent a Compliment to the Prince of Wales to 
acquaint his Royal Highness that the Company of 
English Copper, of which his Royal Highness had been 
pleas’d to be chosen governor, being illegal, they were 
fore’d to involve it in the said order, which Compliment 
his Royal Highness receiv'd very graciously, and ther- 
upon sent a message to the said Company desiring them 
to chuse another governor.” 

Oldmixon, in his History of England (1735, 
p. 702), says that these proceedings were set on 
foot by the South Sea Company, who “ were 
alarm’d at the prodigious increase of inferior 
bubble companies.” The plea was that the com- 
panies had exceeded the powers granted by their 
patents. Epwarp So.ty. 


Cuartes Kenpat Busne (5 §, x. 387.)— 
A beautiful oration of Charles Kendal Bushe on 
the seduction of Lady Cloncurry by Sir John 
Piers will be found (pp. 295-6) in Cloncurry and 
his Times, by W. J. FitzPatrick (Dublin, Duffy, 


1855). 


R. G, O’'Hantoy. 


To “Poot” (5"§. x. 368.)—In Ogilvie’s Dic- 
tionary there is a word pooling, which is described 
as 
“a word used in engineering to signify the hollowing out 
of any place by the action of a fall of water. (It is 
formed from the noun pool, but there being no verb to 
pool, this word is not legitimate, although convenient.) ” 

Epwarp H., Marsnatt. 

The Temple. 


Wittovcnsy oF Parnam (5 S, x. 387. 
There can be no doubt that the erroneous writ 
created a new barony. Burke distinctly states it 
Extinct Peerage, p. 587), and the principle was 
affirmed in the Strange case (Cruise on Dignities). 

C. F. S. Warren, M.A. 

Farnborough, Banbury. 


Autuor Waytep (5" §, x. 448.)—Winter 
Evenings; or, Lucubrations on Life and Lelters, 
a series of essays, was written by the Rev. V. 
Knox, D.D., the well-known Head Master of Tun- 
bridge School. The first edition appeared without 
the author’s name, but the preface to its successor 
reveals the fact that the essays “ were no less con- 
fidently attributed to their real author than if they 
had borne his name on their title-page.” The date 
of the second edition is 1790; the third was pub- 
lished in 1795. Winter Evenings forms volumes 
twenty-nine and thirty of Lynam’s collection of 
“ British Essayists.” Dr. Knox died in 1821. 

W. P. Courtyey. 





15, Queen Anne’s Gate. 


Vicesimus Knox, D.D., 1752-1821, was born at 
Newington Green, graduated at St. John’s College, 
Oxford, B.A. 1775, M.A. 1779, and chosen Master 
of Tunbridge School in 1778. Shortly afterwards 
he received the degree of D.D. from Philadelphia. 
He was ordained priest by Bp. Louth about 1777 ; 
and in a memoir of him in Public Characters, 
1803-4, it is mentioned that, though every one 
gave him praise, no one gave him preferment, a 
fact which might well recall the words of the 
poet :— 

“ That parson knows enough who knows a duke.” 

Obituary notices of Dr. Knox are in the Gent. 
Magazine, 1821, pt. ii. pp. 279-81; the Monthly 
Magazine, vol. lii. pp. 275-6; and the Annual 
Biography and Obituary for 1822, pp. 350-63. 

His father was also named Vicesimus Knox. 
He entered Merchant Taylors’ School in 1744, 
graduated at St. John’s College, Oxford, became 
under-master at M. T. School in 1753, and Master 
of Tunbridge School 1772. A few notes about 
him are to be found in Wilson’s I/istory of Mer- 
chant Taylors’ School. In a reference to his 
appointment as usher (p. 457), Mr. Wilson ob- 
serves that the Knocks family have spelt their 
name variously at different times ; in 1760 it was 
spelt Knock. I have found nothing to show that 
| there was any relationship between Dr. Vicesimus 
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Knox and the Ranfurly family, of which 
Knox, Bishop of Limerick, was a member, and the 
probabilities appear against any relationship. 

Mr. Watrorp is perhaps a little severe in his 
criticism upon the Winter Evenings. Judged by 
the standard of the present time he is certainly 
right, but they were thought highly of when they 


appeared. The Annual Register, 1821, p. 242, 
says of them, “ They place the author high as a 
writer of moral essays and the Edinburgl 


Ri vy, speaking of him ge nerally as an essayist, 


observes, “* He is a man to be praised as olten as 


he 


s named.” There is a good list of his works in 


Allibone, but I do not find in it the Spirit of 


Despotism, which was published anonymously, and 
In the Monthly Magazin: 
“the first political classic 
Epwarp So.ity. 


afterward 
this is cha 
in our language.” 


suppres ‘ d. 


terized as 


The writer was Vicesimus Knox the younger, of 
St. John’s Coll., Oxford, wh« 
8vo., with a biographical preface, 


vere published 


in 1824. The first edition of his Winter Even- 
ings was in 3 vols. 12mo., Lond., 1788 ; the second 
edition, bearing the author’s name, appeared in 
1790. W. H. ALiNvtTT. 
Oxford. 
Grarton’s (tHE Printer) Device (5 §S, x 


469 


“ 


C. W. 8. is very bold when he says that 
suscipite insitum verbum” is not in the Epistle 

of St. James. If he will turn to hi 

will find it, St. James, first chapter, twenty-first 

verse. W. S. S. 

is thus explained.] 


Taco, ag 





Miscellaneous. 
NOTES ON BOOKS, ke. 

Fairy Tales, their Origin and Meaning: with some 
Ace tof D Fa land. By John Thackray 
Bunce, Macmillon & Co.) 

No one would guess. from the title-page of this pretty 

book, that Mr. John Thackray Bunce is the author of a 

History of the C t f B h that blissful 


fairyland of party into which no Conservative monster 
is ever allowed to intrud Perhaps the same enthusiasm 
which led him to glorify Birmingham has transported 


him, on the present occasion, into a belief that the 
Aryan race were the inventors of every fairy story and | 
heroic tale that ever was. That, at any rate, seems to 


be the burden of his book. But those miserable Tories 


the Chinese, those antiquated fossils the Eskimo and the 


Aztecs, those stupid barbarians the Zulus, have some 
right to exclaim (vutside the doors of Paradise) ‘‘ Are w 
Aryans! And are not many of these very stories found 
amongst This indeed is the chief blemish of an other- 
wise laudable attempt; for Mr. Bunce’s little volume is 


meant as a sort of primer of comparative mythology for 
children. Mr. Bunce is a great Solar-myth man, too; 
and knows all about Ushas the Dawn, and the milking 
of the Heavenly Cows, and Psyche, and Eurydice, and 
how Rustum is the sunset and Zobrab “ either the moon 


or the rising sun”—only fancy a boy reading Mr. 
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a at 
Dr, | tary on it as that! But Sir G. W. Cox is a strong tower 


of refuge in matters of this kind; and after all, whether 
we like these views or not, we are bound to say that Mr, 
Bunce has done his work extremely well, eo far as the 
Aryans are concerned. He has given an intelligible and 
agreeable sketch of their character and migrations, and 
has exhibited in an attractive way the undoubted con- 
sanguinity (so to speak), and sometimes the inner mean- 
ing, of many old and familiar stories, Greek, Oriental, 
Teutonic, and other. We were disposed at first to suspect 
that, for boys and girls, this blending of esoteric philosoph 

and story-telling would be even as the mixture of the 
powder and the jam; but after reading the book we grate- 
fully discriminate the abundant jxm, and accept Mr, 
Bunce’s own statement that his work has already been 
found interesting to young people in the form—a form 
which accounts for its many repetitions—of oral lectures, 
Nay, we will go further: we will add that the best of 





Mr. Bunce’s story-telling goes near to remind one of 
Mr. Ralston’s. And they who have heard Mr, Ralston 
will know what a compliment that is. 


Bewick's Select Fables of Alsop and Others, (Lor 

& Co 
THIs is a new issue of the book which enjoys so pl 
in immortality, reprinted from the Newcastle edition of 
784, and comprises impressions from the blocks which 
notwithstanding the fact that they have rendered alm 
nnumerable impressions, remain surprisingly clear and 





sant 
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| fresh—good enough, at any rate, to preserve the greater 


Vulgate he | 


| 


| 


Matthew Arnold's splendid poem with such a commen- | 








part of theircharm. With this is the capital illustrated 
} reface of Mr. E, Pearson, a popular and careful essay on 
the works of Bewick. What delicious homely grace there 


is about even the simplest and most formal of these cuts! 
Turn to the oval view prefixed to fable xxv., p. 304—a 
study of a trim cottage garden, with its low wooden rail 


and square gate, regular English carpenter’s work; its 
rectangular beds, neat even paths crossing each other; 
its parlour window-sash let down at the top, so as to give 


air to the bird which swings in the cage, which is so hung 
as to be safe from prowling cats, and where its song may 
be heard within and without the house; the pine boughs 
droop beyond the ordered fence, the holm oak grows in 


the garden and overhangs the path, the creeper c.ings 
to the house side. It is the smallest of English pastorais, 
a little home ina British Arcady. There are scores of 





designs here, so simple, so true, and so sweet that tl 
are ineffably pathetic. What can be more welcome than 
such a book? It isa pleasure to know that the Misses 
Bewick have decided to enrich the British Museum with 
their noble collection of proofs of the choicest kinds 
from the works of John and Thomas Bewick, about a 
thousand in number, which form a standard gathering of 
specimens of the famous woodcuts. These will remain 
in the British Museum for all time, and serve to test the 
claims that even now are frequently advanced on behalf 
of the productions of pupils, journeymen, imitators, an 
forgers, to be genuine pieces of the art of the famous 
Newcastle artists. 


Mr. Henry Frowpe, of the Oxford Bible Warehouse, 
has just sent forth the Oxford Bible, Teachers, and in 
different sizes. The small quarto edition is admirable. 
In addition to the authorized text and Dr. Blayney’s 
references, there are given a series of analytical notes and 
sur marics of the several books; historical, chronological, 
and geographical tables; lists of animals, birds, reptiles, 
plants, &c., found in Scripture; tables of we ghts, 
messures, time, and money; a list of words ol 
ambiguous; a new Index to the Bible; the new Oxford 
Concordance ; a dictionary of scripture proper names, 
with references to the passages where they occur; and 
a series of coloured maps, 


jor 


solete or 





g tower 
Whether 
hat Mr, 


c.ings 
torals 
storais, 
res of 
ut t y 


e than 
Misses 
m with 
ls 





ring of 
big Ue 
remain 
est t 





‘ ; 
xi i 
names, 














V 
Society, but on the last occasion that ther 
tat his hous e was alarmed for the safety 


search will bear testimony to his unvarying « 





£ 
13 


appears that the late Mr. Pickeri 
be Roberts of Boston that | 
ld bring out “ good library edition of More’s 
reprint of Dibdin’s.” This, one 1 say, 
1 st Mr. Roberts has most religiously performed 














I re us,and y yl forward to other su - 
ng ¢ petently dealt wit! 
1} lt y what want Letts - 1 
] t tisf With a view to meeting 
t. 7 7 t-D i] / 
1 f y 1 other labels the new feature 
f our readers wish to make A ¢ 
I De / S | l 
it counsel witl A Journey-1 I y 
fessrs. Sampson, Lov Co. for the i I ng 
me na at { I S ul l bearir I ’ 





v 1 n iv the nal rienry 

In t ch is so dear to ther he s 

‘ es and rs gone by, he took t 

rest, and f ed t study first of al ‘ t 
t a cost never bef robably incurred | 

t purs tl f 

P ~ nto 

1 f,and next by tl ation 
tl I t fuse toa nts 


ks by the sight of a learned member with his arms 
sed on an open Caxton, which was piled on th | 
] r four other books of equal rarity, that hi 
rtly sent in his resignation, though he afterwards 
nted to allow his name to remain as a member of 
ciety. All who ever asked his assistance in literary 











and liberality in lending the most valuable books in his 


ry or verifying references himself. 


Mr. Huth was too fond of juietu le and retirement to 


x much in society, but by those who enjoyed his 


ivate friendzhip his memory will ever be held sacred 


ne of the worthiest, kindest, and most estimable of 


men, 


nd original drawings illustratin 










| communications should be written the 
address of the sender, not necessarily for public 
as a guarantee of good faith. 
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Tron AT Sovutrn Kewnstnaton, 
1 at South Kensington, in some 
a selection from the collection of 
l »pographical 











fl lon formed by t te I let Crace, 
his d h, nearly twenty year y carefully 
1 catalogued by his son. W say that 
portion of tl f 8 « from two to 
trations the reader will un tand that this 
n is not a very small y find t at, 
v tofs n ti Lileries l, some 
ist such ss v k I repr 
t walls rhe i arn ft le« n 
may be estimated from t fact that what are 
i ¢ st, to a large ¢ it, of scarce prints and 


rs, some of considerable artistic merit as 








f great interest. Among the drawings we find 
W known men: Pa Sandby, R.A., is well 
is also is his pupil Schnet e Capon—who 
3 on his accuracy \ ] De Wint, Pyne, 
Ison the caricaturist contribute to the 
of the picturesque river-sice rhere are also 
Kk yvinal draft of a plan of R i London, 
tremely interestir incient plan t Gr 
inct, afterwards Christ's Hospit Among 
ntsare very numerous examples by Hollar, Vischer, 
i Buck. The Great Fire is well strated ; so 
various “ Frost Fairs” on the Thar It may 
l it in many cases the i tions on the 
vey curious information, as t prints them- 
n < m inter t l ~ I 
s, and manners of t 
1} n of the « ction r y | 
t Sur] to most antiq' s fess than 


rstand that some friends of the |] rl AS 
M.A., F.S.A ropose to subscr 

bust of t Ww cnown ‘ ist, by 

Dur R.A., from Mrs. Wright to place it 


! regard in which |} husband's 
t tur nd archa V tl 
ri nt losses will make it mos l 
| S The Foll-I ] No. I. 
t tion of this new s0cl must t 
lv timed. It contains much which will no 
relished e by the members and t folk-lore 


lore by Mr. te, tales and 
ec and of the Hidatsa Indians 
li by Mr. Thoms, &c. It 

1 qu " 


of the subject, 


ries 





e society to popular 


Potices to Correspondents. 


feall } sl aff / fot 





J Sir Walter Scott, Border Antiqu $ of 
d Scotland, Minstrelsy of the Scottish Borde 
| Antiquities of Scotland; Rev. G. Ridpath, 





ler History of England and Si i; James Hogg 
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(Ettrick Shepherd), Tales and Sket« and Th 


and New Stat stical Accounts of Scotland, 

PresByYTER GyrvIANus,—We would forward a prepaid | 
letter to our corres ms nt. 

Apuba.—Thanks for your little volume—published in | 
1874. Did we receive the other parts 

EXxILe writes :—*“ Can any one tell me of a History of 
the Huguenots (not Smiles’s)!” 

R. W. Evtoy.—We have forwarded your letter to 
TEWARS, 

J. O.—We have forwarded the book. 

C. M.—It would be impossible to lay down any rule. 

NOTICE 
Editorial Communications should be addressed to “ The 


Editor of ‘ Notes and Queries ’”—Advertisem: and 
Business Letters to “The Publisher”—at the Office, 20, 
Wellington Street, Strand, London, W.C. 

We beg leave to state that we decline to return com 
munications which, for any reason, we do not print ; an 
to this rule we can make no exception. 
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By the Rev. F. D. MORICE, M.A., 
Assistant- Master in Rugby § l 
Fell f Queen's Colles 


Forming the Twenty-eighth Volume, which 
Concludes the Series, 
The other Volumes contain :— 


ILIAD By the Editor 
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HOMER 
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HERODOTUS. By G. C. Swayne, M.A 

CESAR, By Anthony Trolloy 

VIRGIL. By the Editor 

HORACE. By The Martin, C.B. 

ZESCHYLUS. By the Bishop of ¢ mbo. 

XENOPHON,. By Sir Alex. Grant, Bart 

CICERO. By the Editor. 

SOPHOCLES. By C. W. Collins, M.A. 
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OVID. Bythe Rev. A. Church, 
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Davies, M.. 

DEMOSTHENES. By Rev. W. J. Brodribb, M.A 

ARISTOTLE. By Sir Alex. Grant, Bart 

THUCYDIDES. By the Editor. 

LUCRETIUS. By W. H. Mallock, M.A. 
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WILLIAM BLACKWOOD & SONS, Edinburgh and London. 


Old a 





YOOKS (Second- Hand Miscellaneous), RR- 
MAINDERS., &c.—¢ HERBERT. Narr and Foreign Book. 
er, 60, Goswell Road, London, ATALUGUE free on receipt 

of Fwe Stemes Libraries, Vid Be 4 and Parchment purchased 
YHEAP BOOK: S.—Brookbuyers should send to 
/ 19, St. Werburgh Street, Chester. for J. W. P. EDWARDs's 
a gd of 4 oy nd SECUND-HAND BOUKS Issued 

uthly id sent free to t ers 


BOOK 
LEICESTER. 


SE COND-HAND 
5, LOSEBY LANE, 
WITHERS & FOWLER'S 
MONTHLY CATALOGUES, 
Gratis and post free 
of Rare, Early Printed, s 
Standa Au rs, Theological, 1 


STORE, 


Containing Latest Purchase 
Works, Library Editions of 
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JAMES PARKER & CO.S PUBLICATIONS. 


THE ARCHAOLOGY OF ROME. 
3y JOHN HENRY PARKER, C.B. 


In separate Volumes, each complete in itself, 





Part 1. The Primitive Fortifications, and Part 8. The Aqueducts of Rome, traced from 


Buildings of the Time of the Kings With eae es in Pho their Sources to —_ Mouths. With 36 Plater, Mapr, and Plans 
engraving Plans, and Diagrams. & ly, Medium #vo. cloth, 15e 
8¥o. cl pn i 


Part 2. The Walls and Gates of Rome, of the Part 9. The Tombs in and near Rome, with 


the Columbaria and the P ainted 7 Tombs on the Via Latina. With 


Time of the Empire and the Popes. With 20 Plates, in Photo- $4 Plates in Photo-engraviu 
engraving, lane, and Diagrams. 8S iz a, nearty ready 

Part 3. The Historical Construction of Walls Part 10. Mythology in Funereal Sculpture, 
wit h Plates in Ph to-engraving, Plans, and Diagrams pad Bas ay Christian 8 Motane With 16 Plates. These 7 Parts 
Ed a, t 8vo. 1 


Part 4. The ‘Twelve Egyptian Obelisks. With Part 11. Church and Altar Decorations in 


English Translations of the Hieroglyphiecr, which contain the Rome, including Mosaic Pictures and Cosmati Work. With 20 

History of each Obelisk in Egypt, and the L atin Inscriptions Plates and numerous Diagrame. Medium 8vo. cloth, lve. 6d 

which record tt —¥ removal to Rome. SS: l Edition, now rea 

with 8 Piates,*vo. 5e To which are added English Translations « of 

the Hieroalyphi ics on them; those on the Obelisk made in Egypt ar ‘ e . so . s 

for the Emperor Hadrian, now translated for the first time for Part 12. The Catacombs; or, Ancient Ceme 

this Work, by Dr. KIK« aS also his Notes on Obelisks: the teries of Rome. With 24 Plates and Plans. Medium Svo. cloth, 

Chapters on this Subject in Pliny aad Ammianus Marceilinus; ist 

and Professor DONALDSON’S LECTURE on OBELISKS, from 

the Transactions of the Royal Institute of Architects. ” x 4 7 . ® " 
— — Part 13. Early and Medieval Castles; or, 


Parts 5 and 6. The Forum Romanum, and Palaces aud Gardens. With 16 Plates and Plans. Also a Complete 


. Account of the Excavations in Rome from 1860 to the Pre 
the Via Sacra. W 7 46 be ane 2 Plans. The Tw » Parte in T _ — ed _ 
Th 7 


Time 
ah pay 8¥o wo Parts were issued as 


a Part 14. The Temple of Roma, and the Marble 
Part 7. The Golensewne at Rome, compared en et wage ce — anyon Saatieeetth Satinan diene. 


with other Amphitheatres. With 36 Plates. Medium 8vo. cloth, giving Outlines of all the Fragments of this, now in the C api toline 
10g. 6 Museum. These Two Parts in One Volume, in the 7 . 
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The ANDREDS-WEALD; or, the House of Michelham: a Tale of the Norman 
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With 4 Lilustrations by Louisa Taylor. Feap. 8vo. cloth, 
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WYKEHAMICA: a History of Winchester College and Commoners, from the 
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Lucy Phillimore-FLOW ERS of the MONTH, by C. F. Westacott. 36 Full-Page Engravings. 
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